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Introduction

As in introduction and summation of the activities done over the course of the past two years |
reproduce here a slightly edited and broadened version of the ESEH Notepad appeared in
Environment & History in the journal’s August 2025 issue.

Over almost two years as ESEH president, [ have been able once more to experience the
strength and resilience of our community. At the time of compiling of this Presidential
Report we just convened for our Society’s biennial conference, which marks a crucial step
in our cohesion as an academic society. While open, as usual, to all research in
environmental history, this year’s conference in Uppsala was dedicated to the ever-more-
urgent theme of ‘climate histories’, focusing on how historical understanding of past
climate variations and adaptations can help us to make sense of the current climate crisis.
Just as | hoped, the gathering has been a great opportunity for academic exchange and
social interactions, giving all of us the chance to get a feel for new research trends, meet old
friends, make new acquaintances and, maybe, develop new projects.

An academic society, however, does not (and cannot) exist only through and at its
conferences. The communal spirit needs to be rekindled and kept up through the years in-
between. The ESEH has historically been extremely successful in doing so through the work
of its many committees and councils distributing grants, assigning prizes and supporting
intellectual exchange. Over the last two years more than eighty members have continued
working in one capacity or another to make available to the whole membership funds,
recognition, support and ongoing conversations in online discussion rooms. This is a vital
necessity for a society like ours: only through the active involvement of our members can
the society continue to thrive. This introduction is also a call to all of us to continue work
proactively towards keeping our society alive by being active members. A good example of
how the ESEH aims to be a community of scholars is the request made by scholars from
Montenegro to be in future included in the Croatia-Serbia-Slovenia region, which will from
now on become the Dinaric region.

Among the examples of the many things we were able to do during my tenure as president,
[ am very proud of the fact that, with the support and sponsorship of Gale, we offered four
of our members non-residential fellowships in digital humanities. More about the work
done by fellows appears in the October 2025 ESEH Notepad, but it is worth highlighting
here the variety of topics explored by the grantees, ranging from desalination as a
(post)colonial venture to the ecologies of US mobility, and from conservation and
filmmaking to colonial narratives of nature in Egypt. The fellows had free access to various
archival resources managed by Gale, as well as innovative digital analysis tools and specific
training. This fellowship has been a great opportunity to further the interdisciplinary field
of digital environmental history through the involvement of early career researchers and
work on specific case studies.



Two initiatives that exemplify the Society’s member-driven approach are the teaching and
writing support programmes organised by our early career researchers support group
NextGATe in 2024 and 2025. The teaching support programme focused not only on course
design and conduct in environmental history but also on creating a community of early
career peers who could support each other throughout the semester when questions or
issues arose. Similarly, the writing programme offers ECRs a space to discuss papers in
progress and ongoing research as monthly workshops to provide feedback and foster the
writing process. We have also worked towards making public the precious historical work
on our own society launched by the previous president, by publishing section extracts of
interviews with past society officers in the ESEH Notepad that appears quarterly in
Environment & History. [ believe that this is an important step towards a collective
reflection about the life and deeds of our society 24 years after our first meeting in St
Andrews. It is also an important way to foster a sense of belonging among our membership.
As historians, we should be particularly aware of how important our own history can be in
a community’s present life.

Another extremely significant initiative was the Environmental History Today series of
monthly seminars, organised by the Council of Regional Representatives to highlight
research work throughout Europe. Explicitly intended to bring together environmental
historians from all over the world and offer continuity in the scholarly debate between
conferences, the series has highlighted each month a different region, providing local
communities within the society the opportunity to discuss recently published books or
running projects. Soon, all past sessions will be made available online. In parallel, in an
effort to further support regional initiatives, the Society has also supported, in a time in
which communication and interaction in the wider region is made more difficult by the
ongoing Russian invasion of Ukraine, a series of online seminars on the environmental
history of Eastern Europe and Eurasia. Initiatives like this are a welcome addition to the
Society’s online offerings and show our continued support to academic communities under
stress.

One major challenge in maintaining communication between Society and membership over
the last couple of years has been the splitting social media scenario after the demise of
Twitter/X as a space of free academic discourse. While the Society has not formally left the
platform (yet), we decided to stop actively posting. We are trying now to keep
communications going by focusing on our own website. An increasing number of members
have used it to post calls for events, papers, or positions. We are also continuing to
communicate on Facebook (some qualms notwithstanding) and Bluesky (as that is where
most of the academic discourse seems to have moved). On Instagram we continue running
the digital environmental history project Postcards for Unstable Times, regularly featuring
bite-sized pieces of both ongoing research projects and creative interpretations of
environmental changes. Personally, I wanted to favour the Society’s presence in the
Fediverse (i.e. Mastodon), but the combination of the facts that only a minority of the
environmental history community seems to have moved there and that | have not been as
consistent as I would have wanted in republishing Society news there, has made the effort
not as successful as I would have hoped. I'll try to do better in the coming months: stay
tuned!



Our communication also works in synergy with other major groups in environmental
history, such as the International Consortium of Environmental History Organizations
(ICEHO) and the Network in Canadian History & Environment | Nouvelle initiative
Canadienne en histoire de 'environnement (NiCHE). We are also in constant exchange with
leadership of the American Society for Environmental History (ASEH) to reflect about
further possible cooperation. The connection to other global players has, together with a
tighter integration with the activities of national groups and our own regional
representatives, helped to significantly spread the word about our activities and foster
initiatives. When running for office in 2023, I had suggested that it would be worthwhile to
set up a dedicated online space for our members to share work and communicate. As a
possible platform I had envisioned the US-based Knowledge Commons (formerly
Humanities Commons), a community-driven effort intended to favour online connections
and the sharing of research. Unfortunately, the heavy cuts to institutions and funding
agencies caused by the change in administration in the USA following Donald Trump’s
election as president, led me to question the viability of basing the ESEH’s sharing and
communication efforts on a US-based platform. While I believe in the mission of the
Knowledge Commons and hope this initiative continues to thrive, I think that a choice like
this needs to be thought through. I believe that creating such a space remains an important
step in consolidating the role of the Society as a hub of intellectual exchange between and
beyond its biennial conferences in a changing digital landscape.

Finally, [ wish to conclude this introduction by thanking all the people that have
contributed to keep the ESEH such a lively space of intellectual and social exchange. For the
future, it is only as a collective that we can face the material and intellectual challenges
posed by climate, geopolitics and tightening finances in academia, while building more
sustainable practices as a Society.

Wilko Graf von Hardenberg

Society data for 2023-2025
e 278 paying members

—  Down from about 600 in Bern
* ~80 members involved in society councils and committees
* 7 newsletters
* 8 ESEH notepads in Environment and History
* 3800 Facebook followers
* 5900 BlueSky followers
* 404 Instagram followers

. 219 Mastodon followers



Treasurer’s report

Budget for 2023-2025

Start of term 01 July 2023 PP + Giro + Savings € 28.836,7
Proceeds € 21.906,9
Surplus
[End of term 30 June 2025 PP + Giro + Savings € 21.226,3
[Total in € Proceeds
Membership Fees € 10.785,0
[Donations € 10.291,8
Silent Auction Bern € 450,0
Other Proceeds € 1215
Savings Interest € 258,5
e e e —
(Board Support € 240,0
Conference / Workshop Support € 7.5842
Stipends / Travel Grants € 17.285,9]
[Total in €
[Bank Fees € 382,3
Taxes € 16,5
Digital Presence € 2.799,7
Other Expenses Notary costs € 53,0

Committee Participation

2024 ESEH-Gale Fellowship for Digita

| Research

Selection Committee: Kate Stevens, Luregn Leggenhager, Stefan Dorondel, Agnes Limmer
Overview: The committee reviewed 16 applications and awarded 4 fellowships. Financial

Details:

¢ Donated amount: $10,000 USD

*  Received: €9,024.35 (October 3, 2024)

* Individual awards: €2,256.10 each (distributed spring 2025) Challenge: Working

with a US-based company created administrative complexities, particularly
regarding paperwork and currency exchange processes.



2025 Travel Grant Committee

Selection Committee: Kate Stevens, Luregn Leggenhager, Stefan Dorondel, Agnes Limmer
Overview: The committee processed 104 applications and awarded 8 grants of €250 each.
Challenges:

Previous flexible stipend amounts led to extensive discussions about distribution
rather than academic merit

Geopolitical considerations complicated decisions regarding US-based scholars’
ability to travel

Communication follow-up procedures need improvement

Recommendations for future operations

1.

Work towards continuing Gale Partnership: Digital research skills align with
ESEH’s core objectives

Establish fixed parameters:
-  Set standardized timelines and deadlines for all grant processes
— Implement fixed grant amounts rather than flexible distributions

- Base funding on intended amounts, supplementing with donations when
necessary

Role separation: Treasurer should set financial frameworks but, if selected as
selection committee member, should be able to focus on academic merit

Conference planning: Engage early with biennial conference organizers regarding
possible DFG meeting support (6-month deadline requirement)

Financial Management

Account Access Issues

Timeline of Challenges:

2023 (second half): No Postbank access

2024 (first half): Limited postal access, PayPal transfers only

2024 (second half): Initiated GLS Bank transition, still no online Postbank access
2025 (first half): Paper transfer authorization granted (June 2025)

2025 (June): Full online and telephone banking access restored



Impact: Payment delays for grants, memberships, and routine expenses. Extra costs
incurred for paper account statements and administrative workarounds.

Current Status

* All digital payment services operational

*  Grant payments completed (August/September 2025)
*  Umbrella organization membership paid (July 2025)

*  Phishing email attempts increasing

Banking Recommendations

1. Complete bank migration: Current bank benefits no longer justify administrative
burden

2. Enhanced payment options:
- Integrate website payment processing beyond PayPal
—  Acquire credit card for digital services
—  Consider payment terminal investment (€60 one-time cost)
Membership Management

Current Challenges

*  Spreadsheet-based system increasingly complex

*  Bank transfers from members’ shared or spousal accounts lack proper identification
*  Website registration and treasurer notification system ineffective

*  Tracking member status and contact information difficult

Proposed Solutions

1. Database implementation: Create comprehensive membership database tracking:
—  Payment history
—  Current affiliations
—  Updated contact information

2.  Website integration: Separate name/surname fields for better data export

3. Payment protocol: Require complete name and email for bank transfers



4. Member engagement: Contact dormant members for information updates and
direct integration into new management systemReport summary

Report Summary

The initial hand-over of treasurer’s duties occurred during ESEH 2025 conference in Bern.
All conference accounting was completed by past treasurer, as the new one did not yet
have access to accounts. This allowed to streamline planning and accounting for the event.

Over the course of the past two years, the organization maintained financial stability
despite access challenges. All committed payments were fulfilled, though delayed due to
banking issues. The transition period highlighted the need for modernized financial
infrastructure and streamlined administrative processes.



Members of board, committees, and regional representatives (2023-2025)
Board

President

Wilko Graf von Hardenberg (Humboldt Universitat zu Berlin, Germany)
Vice-Presidents

Sandra Swart (Stellenbosch University, South Africa) Marianna R Dudley (University of
Bristol, UK)

Secretary

Roberta Biasillo (Utrecht University, The Netherlands)

Treasurer

Agnes Limmer (Max Planck Society, Munich, Germany)

Regional Representative: Baltic countries

Kati Lindstrom (KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden)
Regional Representative: Israel

Omer Aloni (Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, Israel)
Regional Representative: Ukraine

Anna Olenenko (University of Alberta, Canada)

Regional Representative: Poland

Matgorzata Praczyk (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan, Poland)
Regional Representative: Portugal

Nina Vieira (Universidade NOVA de Lisboa, Portugal)

Chair of the LOCs

Anneli Ekblom (Uppsala University, Sweden)

Representative of the NEXTGATe

Monica Vasile (Maastricht University, The Netherlands)



Society committees
ESEH 2025 Programme Committee

John Lee (Durham University, UK) Melina Antonia Buns (University of Stavanger, Norway)
Sebastian Depretto (Universitat Bern, Switzerland) Onur Inal, chair (University of Vienna,
Austria) Sabine Hohler (KTH, Stockholm, Sweden) Anna Olenenko (University of Alberta,
Canada)

Grants Committee

Agnes Limmer (Max Planck Society, Munich, Germany) Stefan Dorondel (Casa Academiei
Romane, Bucharest, Romania) Kate Stevens, chair (University of Waikato, Australia) Luregn
Lenggenhager (University of Cologne, Germany)

Diversity Committee

Marianna Dudley (University of Bristol, UK) Marianna Szczygielska, chair (Czech Academy
of Sciences) Budhaditya Das (Ambedkar University Delhi, India) Jabulani Shaba (University
of Groningen, The Netherlands)

Communication Committee

Jonatan Palmblad (Rachel Carson Center, LMU, Germany) Nina Vieira (Universidade NOVA,
Lisbon, Portugal) Gilberto Mazzoli (University of Konstanz, Germany) Nicole Miller
(Uppsala University, Sweden) Roberta Biasillo (Utrecht University, The Netherlands)

Conference Venue Selection Committee

Christian Rohr, chair (Universitat Bern, Switzerland) Diogo De Carvalho Cabral (Trinity
College Dublin, Ireland) Kati Lindstrom (KTH, Stockholm, Sweden)

Sustainability Committee

Matgorzata Praczyk (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan, Poland) Eugene Costello
(University College Cork, Ireland) Harrison Croft (Monash University, Australia) Sebastian
Lundsteen (University of Stavanger, Norway)

Tallinn Dissertation Prize Committee

Robert Gioielli, chair (KTH, Stockholm, Sweden) Marina Luskutova (Higher School of
Economics, St. Petersburg, Russia) Samira P. Moretto (Universidade Federal da Fronteira
Sul, Brazil) Katja Bruisch (Trinity College Dublin, Ireland) Alice Would (University of
Bristol, UK)

St. Andrews Article Prize Committee

Sarah R. Hamilton, chair (University of Bergen, Norway) Hrvoje Petri¢ (University of
Zagreb, Croatia) Iva PeSa (University of Groningen, The Netherlands) Ellen F. Arnold
(University of Stavanger, Norway)



Bristol-Bern Prize in Public Environmental History Committee

Samuel Grinsell (University College London, UK) Heli Huhtamaa (Universitat Bern,
Switzerland) Ed Brookes (University of Hull, UK) Eunice Sueli Nodari (Universidade
Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil)

Turku Prize Committee

Melanie Arndt (Freiburg University, chair) Jonatan Palmblad (Rachel Carson Center) Ulrike
Plath (Tallinn University) Abigail Agresta (George Washington University) Etienne Benson
(Max Planck Institute for the History of Science)

Teaching Committee

Sandra Swart (Stellenbosch University, South Africa) Dorothee Brantz (Technische
Universitat Berlin, Germany) Philippe Forét (University of Zurich, Switzerland)

Nomination Committee

Andrea Gaynor (University of Western Australia) Stephanie Deneve (Université Toulouse
I1I, France) Marco Armiero (Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain)

Summer School Committee

Omer Aloni, chair (Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, Israel) Ben Anderson (Keele
University, UK) Tanja Riekkinen (Oulu University, Finland) Anneli Ekblom (Uppsala
University, Sweden)

Financial Control Committee

Charles-Francois Mathis (Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, France) Sebastian
Haumann (Salzburg University, Austria)

Council of Regional Representatives
*  Andrea Gaynor (The University of Western Australia) - Australasia

*  Simone Schleper (Maastricht University, The Netherlands) - Benelux countries
*  Kati Lindstrom, (chair) (KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden) - Baltic states

* Ben Anderson (Keele University, UK) and Clare Hickman (Newcastle University, UK)
- Britain and Ireland

e  Ziga Zwitter (University of Ljubljana, Slovenia) - Croatia, Serbia and Slovenia

*  Doubravka Olsakova (Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Prague, Czechia) -
Czechia and Slovakia

* Elsa Devienne (Northumbria University, UK) - France



Robert Grof3 (Institute for Social Ecology, Austria) and Katharina Scharf (University
of Graz, Austria) - German speaking countries

George L. Vlachos (National Hellenic Research Foundation / National Kapodistrian
University of Athens) - Greece

Anna Varga (University of Pécs, Hungary) - Hungary
Omer Aloni (Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, Israel) - Israel

Viktor Pal (University of Helsinki, Finland) and Tuomas Rasanen (University of
Turku, Finland) - Nordic countries

Matgorzata Praczyk (University of Poznan, Poland) - Poland

Nina Vieira (Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Portugal) - Portugal

Cosmin Koszor-Codrea (New European College, Bucharest, Romania) - Romania
Anastasia Fedotova - Russia

Muchaparara Musemwa (University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa) - South
Africa

Santiago Gorostiza (Autonomous University of Barcelona, Spain) - Spain
Onur Inal (University of Vienna, Austria) — Turkey
Giacomo Bonan (University of Torino, Italy) - Italy

Petar Todorov (Univerzitet “Sv. Kiril i Metodij”, Skopje, North Macedonia) - North
Macedonia

Anna Olenenko (University of Alberta, Canada) - Ukraine



Society Awards
St Andrews Article Prize

The St. Andrews Prize Committee has received a total of 40 submissions, many of which
were excellent, which speaks to the depth and breadth of the field. Out of these
submissions, the committee has selected a winner and two honorable mentions for the
2025 conference. The winner is:

*  Holly Fletcher, «Making beds in early modern England: sleep, matter and
environmental change,» Historical Research, 2024, 97, pp. 307-28.

Honorable mention go to:

*  Andrew W. M. Smith, «Ovine invasion: sheep as protest objects and animal agents in
the Larzac campaign,” French History, 2023, 37, pp. 401-20.

*  Giacomo Bonan, «Hydraulic Engineers and Antiquarians: Political Use of the Past in
Nineteenth-Century Venice,» Technology and Culture, 2023, 64:3, pp. 845-74.

Holly Fletcher’s “Making beds in early modern England: sleep, matter and environmental
change” is an extraordinarily multi-layered and creative article that describes sleep in the
early modern period as a multispecies assemblage. Dr. Fletcher uses records from London’s
Worshipful Company of Upholders to identify the myriad natural fibers with which
mattresses were stuffed and the medical, moral, and legal discourses surrounding each one.
With stories of bedding filled with rabbit fur, straw, goat hair, goose feathers, wool,
thistledown, and more Fletcher’s prose draws us into complex stories about poverty,
animal physiology, gender, science, folk customs, domesticity, intimate knowledge of local
environments, and historical concepts of the body. The article is beautifully written, utterly
original, and deeply entertaining. We are very pleased to present Dr. Fletcher with this
year’s St. Andrews Article Prize.

Andrew W. M. Smith’s “Ovine invasion: sheep as protest objects and animal agents in the
Larzac campaign,” also winner of the French History Article Prize, demonstrates how sheep
served as both tools of protest and autonomous actors whose behaviors amplified the
impact of farmers’ protests against the expansion of an army base in the 1970s. Itis a
deeply theorized exploration of more-than human entanglements.

Giacomo Bonan’s “Hydraulic Engineers and Antiquarians: Political Use of the Past in
Nineteenth-Century Venice” examines the evolving relationship between hydraulic
engineering and historical scholarship in 19th-century Venice. By showing how history
transitioned from being a source of empirical data to a tool for rhetorical and political
purposes in debates over water management, he highlights how historical knowledge was
integral to scientific and engineering practices before the disciplines became more
specialized and divided.



Bristol-Bern Prize

The Bristol-Bern Prize encourages researchers to situate public engagement in their work
in environmental history. Readily accessible information has arguably never been more
important than today, when environmental knowledge is increasingly contested in the
public domain - even though understanding the past can help us build a more sustainable
future. This year, the prize committee has received eight submissions, all of them
interesting and innovative. The quality of applications was remarkably high, and it took
two rounds of evaluation for the committee to reach its decision. After careful
consideration, the committee decided to award the Bristol-Bern Prize in 2025 jointly to
two projects. Both the winning projects are brave, innovative and exciting. Moreover, each
tackles challenging and complex issues, while finding a way to present these matters
understandably and interestingly to the wider public.

In 2025, the ESEH Bristol-Bern Prize winners are:

1. Ghost Tours: The Haunt of Environmental Degradation and Colonialism, submitted
by Channelle Adams

2. The Climate Chronicles, submitted by Dagomar Degroot.

Ghost Tours seeks to uncover and confront the entangled legacies of colonialism and
ecological crisis by transforming overlooked public spaces into immersive platforms for
critical reflection, using art, archival research, and performance to illuminate the hidden
histories that continue to shape our environments today. The Bristol-Bern Prize committee
was particularly impressed by the emphasis on participatory and local collaboration, which
helps connect the histories of local landscapes with the politics of colonialism and
capitalism. The project’s variety of international performances is impressive, as is its range
of open access materials. This project truly pushes the boundaries of contemporary
environmental history.

The Climate Chronicles tells the story of our planet’s climate history in accessible and
story-driven multimedia episodes. It aims to reach a broad audience, including those who
might not normally engage with topics related to climate change. The Bristol-Bern
committee was fascinated by the true passion and commitment Dagomar Degroot, who is
also the narrator of the series, showed in each episode. Furthermore, the committee
acknowledged the challenges that climate scientists and journalists reporting their
research face today - especially in United States. Consequently, the Climate Chronicles
makes a significant contribution to the public understanding of our changing climate.

Tallinn Dissertation Prize
The 2025 Tallinn Dissertation Prize winners' are:

*  Taylor Zajicek, Princeton University (United States) - Black Sea, Cold War: An
Environmental History of the Black Sea Region, 1930-2005.

! Given affiliations are the place where nominees received their PhD.



This is an environmental-political history of the Black Sea during the Cold War that
develops a transhistorical approach to provide a new lens on the region’s history. As
Zajacek writes the goal is to go against ‘universalist narratives of
globalisation/ecological decline’ and offers a new way of viewing this history. “I felt
this was a clear demonstration of what environmental history ‘can do for the world’
” one of the reviewer’s wrote. The author demonstrates that the environmental
features and changing conditions of the Black Sea shaped conflict and collaboration
across the region, and that the Cold War geopolitical order left a lasting
environmental imprint on the Black Sea region. It was based on an impressive
amount of material from numerous archives in different languages, which shows a
mammoth research effort.

Etienne Dufour, University Paris-I Panthéon-Sorbonne (France) - The End of
Recycling? Metabolic Rift and Biogeochemical Policies in the Parisian Region during
the XXth Century.

This dissertation traces the transformation of human organic waste management
and nutrient recycling practices in the Paris region from the early twentieth century
through the 1980s. It is a nuanced exploration of the “non-linear, contingent nature
of socio-technical change” one reviewer wrote, that shows the complex political,
social, and environmental factors that led to the marginalization of recycling. The
author’s commitment to uncovering paths not taken is especially valuable in an era
where ecological management of nutrients is a pressing global challenge. From the
perspective of the history of waste the thesis covers a neglected period of time and
renews our understanding of the shift away from recycling at the turn of the
twentieth century. Dufour’s research impresses with its rigorous use of a wide range
of archival sources and published materials.

The committee also requests that the other finalists receive recognition on the ESEH
website:

Jin-Woo Choi, Princeton University (United States) - The Cold Standard: The Great
Winter of 1709 in European Context

Julia Engelschalt, Bielefeld University (Germany) - The Great Obsession: Tropicality
in U.S.-American Colonial Medicine and Domestic Public Health, 1898-1924

Siegfried Evens, KTH Royal Institute of Technology (Sweden) - Streams, Steams, and

Steels: A Transnational History of Risk Regulation in Nuclear Power Plants (1850-
1985)

Iryna Skubii, Queens University (Canada) - Survival Under Extremes: Human,
Environmental, and Material Relationships Amidst the Soviet Famines in Ukraine

Andrei Vinogradov, Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich (Germany) - In Dire
Straits: Struggle with Industrial Water Pollution and Emergence of Russia’s
Environmental Policy (1873-1931)



Turku Book Prize

The 2025 Turku Book Award went to Netta Cohen (University of Oxford) for her
monograph New Under the Sun: Early Zionist Encounters with the Climate in Palestine
(University of California Press, 2024).

According to the selection committee:

New Under the Sun makes a nuanced and clear intervention solidly rooted in
environmental history. Engaging also with the history of science, the book
investigates ideas of race, colonization, and climate in relation to their real-world
consequences on the ground. It builds on past environmental histories of settler
colonies and of the Middle East, while avoiding simplistic binaries and drawing
original conclusions about the unique context of Palestine.

What motivates us to elect this work as a winner for the Turku Book Prize is its
thorough environmentalization of European settler colonialism, European
politics, and other relevant aspects of European history - all applied to a region
beyond Europe. More generally, the book exemplifies how the imagination of
climate shapes colonial projects that, when realized, often do not match the
underlying imagination. By comparison and juxtaposition, Cohen argues against
the exceptionalism of Zionism among colonial projects, instead revealing its
commonalities with similar projects in warmer climates.

Dealing with a historical topic that intersects with an ongoing humanitarian
disaster, the end of which is still unclear, Cohen’s work is timely and will help
environmental historians approach this disaster, not only as humanities scholars
but also as environmental scholars. At the same time, it offers an environmental
lens for the interested public and researchers in other fields, adding an important
dimension for making sense of what has happened and what is yet to unfold. As
such, New Under the Sun is sure to be and remain influential in and beyond
Europe, as well as in and beyond the field of environmental history.

The other shortlisted titles were:

*  Gabriela Jarzebowska (University of Warsaw, Poland): Species Cleansing: The
Cultural Practice of Rat Control, by Gabriela Jarzebowska (Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht,
2024);

* Joana Gaspar de Freitas (University of Lisbon): A Global Environmental History of
Coastal Dunes (Routledge, 2025);

* Ellen Arnold (Ohio State University): Medieval Riverscapes: Environmental Meaning
and Memory in Northwest Europe, ca. 300-1100 (Cambridge University Press,
2024).



Activities of select committees
Sustainability committee

Late January 2024 - Eugene Costello (EC), Sebastian Lundsteen (SL), Harrison Croft (HC)
and Matgorzata Praczyk (MP) confirmed as members of Sustainability Committee

14 March 2024 - Initial meeting to get to know each other and discuss remit of committee
(EC, HC, SL)

April 2025 - Initial discussions regarding Sustainable Conference Travel survey with Wilko
Graf von Hardenberg

23 May 2025 - Meeting to plan Sustainable Conference Travel survey (EC, HC, SL)

May/June 2025 - regular email communication and Google Doc created to draw up and
finalise Sustainable Travel survey, with survey link sent to Roberta Biasillo for sending out
to ESEH members in July

August 2025 - planned hybrid meeting at ESEH Uppsala to discuss results of Sustainable
Travel survey

Diversity committee
*  Overview and approval of the new ESEH Event and Activity Planning Guidelines
(February 2024).

*  Advising other ESEH committees (summer school, conference, prizes) when needed.

* Liaising with the Women’s Environmental History Network (WEHN) to schedule a
gathering at the 2025 conference.

Summer school committee

The ESEH Summer School Committee was active during the first term of the 2024-2025
academic year. Members included Dr. Omer Aloni (Chair), Dr. Ben Anderson, Dr. Anneli
Ekblom, and Tanja Riekkinen. The committee began by reviewing previous Calls for
Applications (CfAs) to prepare a revised version for the current Summer School initiative
(to be held in the summer of 2025). Following discussion and revisions, a new CfA was
finalized and, after approval by the ESEH President and Board, published through ESEH
communication channels and social media. By the deadline, one application was received,
submitted by Anna Olenenko (Khortytsia National Academy, Ukraine; University of Alberta,
Canada). The committee carefully evaluated the proposal over several weeks. Although the
proposal was initially framed as a conference, the committee agreed that it meets the
criteria for a Summer School and aligns well with ESEH’s mission. The event is designed to
integrate local and global approaches to environmental history, addressing both
underexplored aspects of Ukraine’s environmental past and broader international
perspectives. As elaborated in its final report and recommendations to the Board, the
committee was particularly impressed by the project’s innovative theoretical framing and



its potential to open new directions in Ukrainian environmental historiography. While
most previous ESEH Summer Schools have centered on defined themes (e.g. water,
commons, mountains), this proposal took a broader approach. The committee therefore
recommended encouraging participants to consider transboundary and comparative
dimensions in their work and discussions. In its final recommendation, the committee
endorsed the proposal for support, including financial assistance and help with publication.
It also welcomed the organizers’ willingness to respond to clarifications provided by the
Board. Overall, the committee concluded that the proposal strongly reflects the aims of the
ESEH Summer School initiative and offers a meaningful opportunity for academic exchange
and collaboration.

Financial Control Committee

We, Sebastian Haumann and Charles-Frangois Mathis, have reviewed the accounts and the
overall financial balance of the European Society for Environmental History on July 31, and
August 13, 2025. The banking account statements provided by the ESEH’s treasurer for
2023, 2024, and 2025 were complete. All ingoing and outgoing transactions were plausible
and in accordance with the ESEH’s statues. The annual balances for 2023, 2024 and 2025
(as of June 2025) were correct. We did not find any issues with the ESEH’s bank accounts
and therefore propose to discharge the treasurer and the board.

Conference Venue Selection Committee

The Conference Venue Selection Committee received only one, but very strong application
from the University of Salzburg for a conference to be held in September 2027. In addition,
it received requests by some professional conference organisers (Interlaken, Groningen),
but pointed out that ESEH always prefers having conferences organised by LOCs with a
close connection to a university. Another group interested to submit an application
(Ljubljana, Ziga Zwitter) finally decided to postpone a possible application to 2029.

The committee has looked through the application and found it very promising. There are
only some minor concerns regarding cost and timing, which have been communicated to
the Board and the Council of Regional Representatives. Overall, the committee is convinced
that Salzburg will be an excellent venue, and the LOC is outstandingly capable.

One more remark on the Call for Applications to host the 2027 ESEH Conference: The
official Call only showed reactions by the professional conference organisers mentioned
above, whereas the teams from Salzburg and Ljubljana had been contacted in advance in
personal talks. It will be an important task of the next Conference Venue Selection
Committee to contact potential applicants in person (Ljubljana and maybe others).
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Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 22/7/25

Regional Representative: Andrea Gaynor

Region: Australasia

1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

Environmental history remained strong in Australasia over the 2023-2025 period, with
numerous academic staff working in the field and several workshops and events, including a
well-subscribed environmental history stream at the annual Australian Historical Association
conference. The Public Environmental History Prize and annual Book Prize Australia awarded
in alternating years by the Aotearoa New Zealand Environmental History Network (AANZEHN)
are vehicles for rewarding public engagement and monographs in the field.

The thematic concerns of environmental historians in the region in this period included
belonging, extraction, law, colonialism, home, forms of knowledge, boundaries and
connections, family, materiality, and ruin/recovery/restoration. The major theoretical and
methodological issues that environmental historians in the region are grappling with include
temporalities, spatial scales, agency and justice, as well as collaboration with First Nations
people, and engagement with both new audiences and other disciplines (including within and
across environmental humanities).

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

The main challenges are probably similar to those plaguing the higher education sector in
many contexts: limited funding (especially for research and related engagement) and limited
opportunities for new scholars to find tenure-track academic positions. Indigenous people
remain underrepresented in environmental history. The main source of research funding for
academic historians, the Australian Research Council, is reshaping its grant programmes
such that smaller grants will be available to a larger number of researchers. Given the
relatively low cost nature of much environmental historical research, this should provide
increased opportunities for modest research projects in the field.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (research centers, groups, projects,
publications)

ANU’s Centre for Environmental History, La Trobe’s Centre for the History of the Inland, and
the AANZEHN steering committee have been prominent in driving seminars, lectures and
workshops. There have been major funded projects on protecting global wetlands, urban
wild nature, Australian cities and marine environments, cultures of drought in regional
Victoria, water cultures of the Murray-Darling Basin, planetary health, and urban water. The
AANZEHN publishes a regular environmental history publication round-up here:
https://www.environmentalhistory-au-nz.org/publications/publications-archive/



https://www.environmentalhistory-au-nz.org/publications/publications-archive/

4) Teaching environmental history (programs, courses, summer schools)

Environmental history units are taught in at least 10 universities across Australia and
Aotearoa New Zealand, with environmental history content integrated into other units in
numerous other institutions. The AANZEHN maintains a page of resources on teaching
environmental history (including syllabi) at: https://www.environmentalhistory-au-
nz.org/teaching-resources/

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

The main Australasian environmental history conference event is the ‘green stream’ at the
Australian Historical Association Conference. In 2024 this conference was held in Adelaide
and the green stream attracted 22 papers; in 2025 the conference was held in far north
Queensland and the green stream attracted 18 papers plus a plenary keynote. Following the
Adelaide conference, a workshop entitled ‘All history is history of the present: The craft of
environmental history now’, which took stock of the field. Other events included a seminar
panel discussion co-hosted by the Institution of Civil Engineers and AANZEHN; a ‘state of the
field’ discussion for the ESEH environmental history now series; a seminar on Anthropocene
History (AANZEHN and University of Sydney), a workshop on ‘wriring the planetary’ (ANU
and ANU’s annual Robin-Griffiths Environmental History Lecture. Environmental historians
also presented public lectures for the History Council of Victoria and the Professional
Historians Australia Wilson Oration.

6) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

A major recent public engagement project is Voices from the Murray-Darling Basin:
https://www.mdba.gov.au/science-and-knowledge/voices-murray-darling-basin

7) Other matters

The Australasian environmental history community was saddened by the passing of eminent
forester and forest historian John Dargavel in July 2024.


https://www.environmentalhistory-au-nz.org/teaching-resources/
https://www.environmentalhistory-au-nz.org/teaching-resources/
https://www.mdba.gov.au/science-and-knowledge/voices-murray-darling-basin

Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: July 17, 2025

Name: Kati Lindstrom

Region: the Baltic States

1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

The environmental history in the Baltic States region has continued to mature and grow,
with a growing interest in the topic among BA, MA and PhD students. This period has seen
some important cross-regional initiatives, such as the publication of the edited collection
“Baltic Human-Animal Histories” (Linda Kaljundi, Anu Mand, Ulrike Plath, Kadri Ttur, eds.,
Peter Lang, 2024) and the third BALTEHUMS conference, held in Poznan, Poland, in
collaboration with the Polish region. However, despite some improvement, the Baltic region
remains rather loosely connected, with limited communication between Estonian, Latvian,
and Lithuanian scholars. Environmental history in the Baltics remains interdisciplinary in
nature, developing in a fruitful synthesis with ecocriticism, anthropology, human geography,
art history, religious studies, nuclear studies, archaeology, and other fields.

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

The Baltic States region is a relatively small region with three entirely distinct
language environments, which makes information exchange within the region challenging.
Despite the apparent success of the new BALTEHUMS conference series, a functional
listserve, and an increasing number of co-organised events, this remains a challenge. Even
this report will be more representative of the activities undertaken in Estonia and may
underrepresent activities on environmental history in Latvia and Lithuania that happen
outside of the ESEH network. There is always a lack of people who can take on new
voluntary tasks for the network, since most people already have unrealistically large
workloads. After careful consideration of capacities and the morality of the platform, the
Estonian Centre for Environmental History decided to discontinue updates to its Facebook
page that until now served as one of the main social information-sharing channels for the
region. Russia’s unlawful war on Ukraine has meant further economic challenges to the
region, and the securitisation of the state research budget renders non-applied or critical
humanities research even more difficult.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (research centers, groups, projects,
publications)

While historically informed research on the environment is undertaken in many
centres in the Baltic States, often in interdisciplinary symbiosis with other humanities fields,
it is still KAJAK, the Estonian Centre for Environmental History, that carries the biggest
weight and engages in the development and public promotion of environmental history as a
field. The core of the activities over the last two years has been its core research project
Estonian Environmentalism in the 20th century: ideology, discourses, practices (Pl: Ulrike
Plath) that has outline the basic characteristics of Estonian Environmentalism during the long
20th century, including its internationalism, relation to nationalist ideologies, and
transdisciplinary development. A special issue on Estonian environmentalism was published
in the journal Methis. Studia humaniora Estonica.



Animal history remains a strong topic in the Baltics with dedicated researchers KAJAK, Under
and Tuglas Literature Centre, University of Tartu, University of Latvia, and elsewhere. This
led to the publication of “Baltic Human-Animal Histories: Relations, Trading, and
Representations” (Linda Kaljundi, Anu Mand, Ulrike Plath, Kadri Tiilir, eds., Peter Lang, 2024)
— the first international volume entirely dedicated to the Baltic animal history.

The attention to the Soviet period and particularly the history of Soviet resource
management, militarization, nature protection and the post-Soviet development of nature
reserves in the Baltics has increased in recent years in all three countries. For Lithuania, the
fate of Ignalina nuclear power plant and its nuclear town Vysaginas still provide an important
focus, often from the perspective integrated into social sciences. In Latvia, environmental
protection and representation in art history (Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art (LCCA)), as
well as the history of water management (in integration with ethnology/folklore) and
national parks (in integration with geography) are in focus. Tallinn University has continued
with climate history and the Estonian Academy of Arts has focused on the history of
environmentalism in Estonian visual arts.

4) Teaching environmental history (programs, courses, summer schools)

The Department of History at Tallinn University has a sub-specialisation in History of
Culture and Environment at Bachelor’s level and offers several courses from the field. There
is an increasing number of students interested in writing their MA or PhD thesis on
environmental history. Other centres in the region do not have dedicated programs, but
offer environmental history or history-informed classes in environmental humanities or
other neighbouring disciplines.

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

The Baltic Environmental Humanities and Social Sciences conference (BALTEHUMS) is the
main cross-regional conference that unites environmental historians and other
environmental humanities scholars from the Baltic States and the broader Baltic region. The
third BALTEHUMS conference was held on October 23-25, 2024, in Poznan, Poland, together
with the ESEH Poland region.

Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art (LCCA) has held a series of cross-regional online
seminars and KUMU Art Museum organised a conference Rethinking Cultures of
Environmentalism in Eastern and Northern Europe (September 13-15, 2023), targeting the
environment and history from an art perspective.

The Baltic Region held an online seminar at the ESEH Environmental History Today!
series on December 12, 2023. Karl Hein (Tallinn University) presented “Animal welfare
movement in Estonia before World War 11”.

Numerous local events without the cross-regional perspective have taken place in each
of the countries during the period.

6) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

Outreach activities have been lively in the region, mostly concentrating on one
country at a time and in the local language. Thus, it will not be possible to cover all the
outreach events in the region. As a rare example of a cross-regional outreach project was



the Art in the Age of Anthropocene exhibition at KUMU Art Museum in Tallinn that linked to
a collaborative online seminar and event series at the Latvian Centre for Contemporary Art
(LCCA).

7) Other matters

The next BALTEHUMS conference is planned for August 2026 at the University of
Turku, in Pori, Finland



Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 9 July 2025

Regional Representative: Simone Schleper

Region: Benelux

Note: Between February and August 2024, | was on maternity leave. The following report is
mainly based on my email communication with environmental history scholars in the region
before and after my leave, | thus might miss a few events or details. In general and given the
region’s linguistic and institutional diversity, this report is not exhaustive but aims to
highlight some key events, developments, and trends observable in the area.

1) 1) Main developments and highlights

| would like to highlight several recent developments that reflect growing collaboration and
engagement across institutions in the region:

e A new PhD network in the Low Countries held its first international conference in
June 2025. This initiative, driven from the bottom up by a group of dedicated
environmental history PhD candidates, is commendable and complements existing
graduate programs in the region.

e The ESEH regional network has also launched a monthly newsletter, providing a
platform for members and interested scholars to share relevant events, news, and
updates with each other.

e The Dutch Environmental Humanities Network, which had organized several
meetings prior to 2023, has established a new email list to support scholarly
exchange and better coordinate events among universities in the Netherlands.

e In addition to research and teaching, Dutch university students and teachers have
been involved in initiatives to map and cut ties between research and fossil
companies.

More broadly, environmental history in the region is increasingly connected to public and
policy-facing work. Key themes include food and heritage, postcolonial ecologies, disaster
and hunger, human-animal relations, and the blue humanities. While ties with Luxembourg
remain limited, collaboration between scholars and institutions in the Netherlands and
Belgium continue to expand.

2) 2) Main challenges in the region

In recent months, the region has faced challenges stemming from the defunding of higher
education under right-wing and populist governments, alongside anti-internationalization
trends from both the intellectual left and right. Simultaneously universities in the region
have engaged in dialogues about university collaborations, not only with polluting industries,
but also with research partners in regions that violate human rights. This has led to student
protests and occupations. These challenges are, of course, not specifically limited to
research in environmental history. Yet, some of these, and here | am referring to those
related to the budget cuts, the resulting uncertainty and, in some cases, university



reorganizations, have affected the working climate, particularly at Dutch and Belgian
universities, reducing the region’s attractiveness as an academic workplace. This has put
additional pressure on humanities disciplines, and particularly on interdisciplinary,
international research fields such as environmental history.

Within environmental history, the Dutch-Flemish language region benefits from
many cross-border collaborations, which is very positive. However, there remains a bit of a
divide between Dutch- and French-speaking scholars, and Luxembourg (at least to my
knowledge) remains underrepresented in the current network.

3) Main research focuses
Larger research initiatives in environmental history across the region are diverse, spanning
various universities and research institutes, often within broader environmental humanities
frameworks. Examples include:
e Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW) with a cluster on the Green
Web Humanities
e The Environmental Humanities Network at the University of Groningen
e The RICH Environmental Humanities unit at Radboud University
e Leiden Environmental Humanities Research Group
e Network for Environmental Humanities at Utrecht University
e The research group Environment and Society at the University of Amsterdam
e The Economic and Environmental History Group at Wageningen University
e The Center for Research on Environmental and Social Change (CRESC) at the
University of Antwerp
e The ENVIRHUS cluster at Antwerp University, coordinating interdisciplinary projects
on environmental and rural history in urbanized societies
e The CARL Centre for Archaeological Research of Landscapes at KU Leuven

Additional research on a project base is conducted at institutions such as:
e Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies
e NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies
e Protestant Theological University
e Tilburg University
e Maastricht University
e LUCA School of Arts Brussels
e Ghent University
e University of Liege
e Vrije Universiteit Brussel
(For more information, see https://environmentalhumanitiescenter.com/benelux-ehcs.)

Some recurring themes over the past two years include:

Landscape heritage, water history, and blue humanities

The Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam’s Heritage Studies group has published on European
landscapes, wildlife histories, and conflict landscapes. Related research at Wageningen
University and Leiden University’s Environmental Humanities Research Group also focuses
on landscape heritage. The University of Antwerp’s Center for Research on Environmental


https://environmentalhumanitiescenter.com/benelux-ehcs

and Social Change offers related courses. Blue humanities, focusing on environmental
histories of water, feature prominently, with a dedicated Chair of Water and Environmental
History, at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.

Human-animal relations and animal history

Research on human-animal interactions and animal history is conducted at Maastricht
University, Utrecht University (with a focus on literature), and Wageningen University. The
2023 Dutch Yearbook of Women’s History was dedicated to gender and animals in history,
marking broader academic recognition of the field in the Netherlands.

Decolonial environmental history

Publications addressing colonial legacies, the environmental impacts of slavery, and ecocide
have emerged from Wageningen’s Economic and Environmental History Group, Utrecht
University’s Environmental Humanities Network (Critical Pathways), Ghent University, VUB,
and ULB in Brussels.

History of sustainable development and energy

Projects on energy history are active at Maastricht University, Utrecht University, and the
universities in Eindhoven, Liege, Brussels, Ghent, and Antwerp. The Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam hosts a special chair in the History of Sustainable Development.

Food history and urban sustainability
Research in these areas is prominent at VUB in Brussels, Ghent University, KU Leuven, and
universities in Groningen and Amsterdam, as well as the Leiden University.

4) Teaching environmental history

Several BA programs include courses on environmental history, such as those at the
University Colleges in Groningen and The Hague, as well as small intensive programs like the
BSc Global Studies at Maastricht University. Specialized environmental history education
occurs primarily at the MA level, often as a significant component of related programs.
Examples include:

e Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam: Research MA in Environmental Humanities and MA in
Heritage Studies, both including courses on human-nature relations, colonial
environmental history, and landscape history

e Leiden University: MA and Research Master in Colonial and Global History with
environmental history components

e Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam: BA and MA courses in Water and Environmental
History

e KU Leuven and Ghent University: BA and MA History programs with electives in
environmental history

e Université libre de Bruxelles: MA-level modules or courses related to environmental
history

Beyond the formal curricula:
e Ghent University offered a Spring School in 2024 on Landscape History & Ecology.
e The University of Antwerp organized the Hofstad Environmental History Project in
spring 2024, involving students in urban gardening with archival research.



WTMC hosted a 2025 summer school on Ecocide and Ecological Relations in Times of
War, including historical perspectives.

5) Conferences, seminars, and workshops

Workshops

12 May 2023 — UvA (Amsterdam): PhD Workshop with Frank Uekotter: Writing
Environmental History

5 January 2024 — Maastricht University: Laboratory Animal (Im)mobilities

Jan—May 2024 — VUB Brussels: FORAGENCY Methodological Workshop Series

25-26 April 2024 — University of Amsterdam: Clio Contaminated workshop with
Sandra MafR

14 November 2024 — CAG & KIEN: Exploring Living Heritage for a Sustainable Future
15-16 May 2025 — Utrecht University: Contested Industrialization of Food Systems

Academic Talks

26 October 2023 — Ghent University: A Multispecies History of Capitalism (Tomas
Bartoletti)

27 January 2025 — Online: Benelux Environmental History Today seminar

28 February 2025 — Utrecht University: Book launch for Natuurbeschermers (Kristian
Mennen)

20 May 2025 — Leiden University: From Hygienic Cities to Fossil Urbanism (Matthew
Vitz)

21 May 2025 — Leiden University: The City on a Lake (Matthew Vitz)

4 June 2025 — UvA (Amsterdam): Seminar on Climate Action (Ruth Morgan, Stephen
Milder, Liesbeth van de Grift, André Nollkaemper)

Additionally, many institutions have regular meetings or seminars on environmental
history related topics. The UvA (Amstedam) meets monthly to discuss papers related
to energy history, animal history, and non-human agency.

Conferences

21-22 June 2024 — Zeist: Gewina Woutschoten Conference: Ecology & Economy:
History of Knowledge during the Unequal Anthropocene

25-26 October 2024 — Leiden University: Environmental History in the Medieval &
Early Modern Low Countries

28-29 March 2025 — KU Leuven: History & Philosophy of Environmental Thought
12-13 June 2025 — Middelburg: RIAS International PhD Seminar in Environmental
History

30 September 2025 — VU Amsterdam: Water Pasts & Futures

9-11 October 2025 — University of Luxembourg: SHOT Annual Meeting (with many
energy and resource related panels)

6) Outreach and public events

2 February 2025 — Naturalis, Leiden: Moving Animals Festival (Maastricht University)
8 February 2025 — Rijksmuseum Boerhaave: Naomi Oreskes public lecture

April 2024 — University of Antwerp: Feeding the Citizens conference

Ongoing — VUB (Brussels): FORAGENCY podcast series



Additionally, many universities and research group are actively involved in liaising
with nature conservation organizations, such as Natuurmonumenten (Netherlands),
or in organizing events around policy related topics and public concerns in the region,
such as natural gas retrieval in the Norther Dutch provinces



Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 7/2025

Regional Representatives: Dr. Omer Aloni

Region: Israel
1) Main Developments and Highlights of the 2023-2025 period

In 2023, the Israeli Forum for Environmental History resumed its activities after a prolonged
pause during 2021-2022, caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and its related disruptions.
With the former director, Dr. Yaron Jorgen Balslev, having accepted a research position in
Norway, a new leadership team was established.

In 2023-2024, the forum was led by Dr. Omer Aloni and Prof. Anat Kidron. In 2024—-
2025, Prof. Havazelet Yahel joined the leadership team.

Over the past two years, we held two seminars annually (four in total). In 2024,
events were hosted at Tel Aviv University. In 2025, they took place at Ben-Gurion University
of the Negev and the Technion — Israel Institute of Technology.

Each seminar addressed a different theme: desert landscapes and environmental
history; Arab environmental histories prior to Zionism; national trails and environmental
narratives; and infrastructure in environmental history.

In April 2024, | organized a special online seminar for the Environmental History
Today series, on behalf of the Israeli Forum. With ESEH’s support, the roundtable (titled:
“Environmental Perspectives in the History of the Levant: Between Imperial Rule and the
Development of Zionist and Palestinian National Identities”) featured three lectures and
sparked a rich interdisciplinary discussion.

2) Main Challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025:

As in many interdisciplinary academic communities, the shift to online interaction during the
pandemic has left a lasting impact. Many colleagues now prefer virtual formats over face-to-
face gatherings. The forum’s leadership has addressed this issue repeatedly, and our goal in
2023-2025 was to prioritize in-person seminars, which we view as irreplaceable in their
academic and social value.

At the same time, initiatives like Environmental History Today have proven effective
in sustaining engagement. The April 2024 online event drew dozens of participants from
Israel and abroad, enabling broader access for those unable to attend in person.

3) Main research focuses on environmental history (research centers, groups, projects,
publications):

Recent research by forum participants often integrates global themes in environmental
history with local contexts. A notable example is the exploration of military history within
imperial frameworks and its regional implications, as discussed at the second 2025 seminar
at the Technion (June 2025).



4) Teaching Environmental History (programs, courses, summer schools):

Israeli universities offer several courses that incorporate environmental history. However,
there are still no dedicated academic positions in the field.

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops:

The Israeli Forum, in collaboration with Ben-Gurion University and its annual Desert
Conference, is working to revive the tradition of an annual environmental history gathering.
Though successful in past years, the tradition of annual conference organized by the forum
has not resumed since the pandemic. We expect to release a Call for Papers shortly for a
three-day international conference (of Ben-Gurion University) in November 2025, with one
day devoted entirely to environmental history.

6) Outreach and public engagement:

The forum remains committed to inclusivity and growth. Anyone interested in joining our
listserv or participating in our open events is warmly invited to do so.

7) Other Notes:

The forum will continue to be led in the coming year by Dr. Aloni (ESEH Regional
Representative), Prof. Kidron, and Prof. Yahel.

8) General Conclusions:

The pandemic dealt a significant blow to our community and accelerated a shift toward virtual
interaction. Our main goal in 2023—-2025 was to reestablish a consistent rhythm of in-person
activity and maintain close ties with ESEH. Despite major challenges—not least the war that
has been enforced upon Israel on October 7th—we are proud to have restored momentum,
and we aim to continue do so (with the ESEH’s support) also in the following years.
Regular communication through our listserv and updates on ESEH opportunities have helped
sustain engagement and are expected to support a strong Israeli presence at the upcoming
biennale.



ESEH Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: July 14th, 2025

Regional Representative: Ziga Zwitter, PhD

Region: Croatia-Serbia-Slovenia

1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

Environmental history scholarship produced in the region and transdisciplinary cooperation
are increasingly well embedded in the European and global networks of research and
outreach. The interdisciplinary cooperation between historians and life scientists from the
region and beyond, as well as the cooperation between environmental historians in the region
and beyond have been constantly increasing.

One of the aims of the ESEH members from the region has been fostering
environmental history in SE Europe (where there are still white spots on the ESEH map)
beyond the borders of our region. This was successful, as proven by the volume Environmental
Histories of the Dinaric Karst and by the Montenegrin colleagues’ initiative to join the ESEH
region Croatia-Serbia-Slovenia at the biennial conference in Uppsala.

In 2023-2025, our research focused on four main clusters of research topics: (1) the
environmental histories of the Dinaric Karst, (2) the environmental history and historical
ecology of grasslands in the Alps, (3) the blue humanities, islands and islandness, and (4) the
Little Ice Age in SE Europe.

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

Unbearable conditions for environmental history activities in Serbia in 2025. Protests result in
the absence of university lectures. Recently, the Serbian government drastically cut the
salaries of university professors, they (e.g., the professors of the Department of History,
University of Belgrade’s Faculty of Philosophy) are currently receiving only 12.5% of their usual
salaries. “The university is demanding an immediate end to the repression, including the
targeting of the faculty, and clear guarantees that freedom of expression, artistic work, and
academic criticism will not be criminalized” (Masina newspaper, July 4th, 2025). The entire
situation in Serbia causes not only direct challenges and impacts but also creates conditions
unsuitable for fruitful academic work and outreach.

As everywhere also in all countries of our region: general time scarcity of the industrial
sociometabolic regime and its impacts.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (research centers, groups, projects,
publications)

a. Main centers of environmental history research in our region (in alphabetical order) and
main projects:

Anton Melik Geographical Institute, Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences
and Arts (research program Geography of Slovenia, Slovenian Research and Innovation
Agency)



Department of Geography, University of Zagreb’s Faculty of Science, Croatia (University of
Zagreb’s Grant for research on the influence of paleo and recent climate changes on processes
in marine and continental environments)

Department of History, University of Belgrade’s Faculty of Philosophy, Serbia

Department of History, University of Ljubljana’s Faculty of Arts (i.e., the humanities),
Slovenia (research program Slovene History, one of the WPs: environment and space;
Slovenian Research and Innovation Agency)

Department of History, University of Primorska’s Faculty of Humanities, Slovenia

Department of History, University of Rijeka’s Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Croatia (research project By the Road and by the Railway - Population and Environment of
Skrad in the 19th Century)

Department of History, University of Zagreb’s Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Croatia (Centre for Comparative Historical and Intercultural Studies, Environmental History
Laboratory)

Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana (research program Economic Social, and
Environmental History of Slovenia)

Institute for Historical Studies, Science and Research Centre of the Republic of Slovenia,
Koper (ERC project Open Borders)

Institute IRRIS for Research, Development, and Strategies of Society, Culture, and
Environment, Marezige, Slovenia

Institute of Social Sciences Ivo Pilar, regional unit in Lika, Croatia

Society for Croatian Economic and Environmental History

In addition, environmental historians from the region work (or worked) at institutes and
universities abroad, such as the University of Bern, Historical Institute (the Swiss National
Science  Foundation  Ambizione project Stauseen, Umsiedlungsprozesse  und
Ressourcenkonflikte in den Alpen nach 1918), University of Strathclyde (UK) or Uppsala
University (SE).

A few more research institutions deal with environmental history as one of the topics,
like the (non-ESEH members) environmental archaeologists at the Research Centre of the
Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts’s Institute of Archaeology).

b. A selection of fundamental publications:

(1) The environmental histories of the Dinaric Karst:

The result of joint regional efforts, with editors from all countries of the region: Fuerst-Bjelis,
B., Mrgi¢, 1., Petri¢, H., Zorn, M., and Z. Zwitter, eds. Environmental Histories of the Dinaric
Karst. Series Environmental History 17. Springer, 2024
(https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-56089-7); see the positive Johannes
Mattes’s review in Hungarian Geographical Bulletin (2025).



https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-56089-7

Further key publications concerning the remaining three core research topics (see Section 1):

(2) Island history and blue humanities:

Proki¢, M. and P. Simkov4, eds. Entire of Itself? Towards an Environmental History of Islands. White
Horse Press, 2024. Open Access here. See the positive Peter Coates’s review in Global
Environment (2024).

Niner, H.J. et al. “Reflections on the past, present, and potential futures of knowledge
hierarchies in ocean biodiversity governance research.” Frontiers in Marine Science 11 (2024):
1347494 (co-authored by our region's member Prokic).

Proki¢, M. “The Specter of Infrastructure Over Belgrade’s Urban Oasis: The Layered Past
and the Uncertain Future of the Great War Island”. In Flowing Progress: Transforming the
Danube Through Infrastructure, edited by S. Doronel and L. Gatejel. Purdue University Press,
2025.

A special issue of the journal Economic and Ecohistory, focusing on island heritage, memory,
tourism and their impact on the environment of the Adriatic islands is a work in progress.

(3) Grassland history
Zwitter, Z. and L. Rasran. Historical Biodiversity in the Alps: Grassland Agroecosystems in the
Last Millenium. Austrian Academy of Sciences, in press (971 pp.).

(4) Historical Climatology
journal Economic and Ecohistory, 2023 (https://hrcak.srce.hr/broj/24808).

4) Teaching environmental history (programs, courses, summer schools)

University of Belgrade, Faculty of Philosophy, Department of History: Introduction to
Environmental History (BA and MA level), Jelena Mrgié, PhD

University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science, Department of Geography:
- Environmental history (MA level), Borna Fuerst-Bjelis, PhD
- GIS analysis of the cultural landscape (MA level), Borna Fuerst-Bjelis, PhD

University of Zagreb, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Department of History:
- Environmental history (early modern) (MA level), Hrvoje Petri¢, PhD

University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts, Department of History:
- Historical Geography (MA level), Ziga Zwitter, PhD,

- interdisciplinary summer school Environmental History and Historical Ecology of the
Dinaric Karst, Slovenia, September 25th-30th, 2023 (attended by participants from
Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Montenegro, Poland, and Slovenia)

- The ESEH-funded workshop Eastern Mediterranean coastal and island environments:
natural resources, their uses and perceptions (15th-18th centuries), June 29t"—July


https://www.jstor.org/stable/jj.12638983
https://hrcak.srce.hr/broj/24808

1%, 2023, for doctoral and masters’ students, co-organized in Slovenia together with
professors from France (attended by participants from Croatia, France, and Slovenia)

Art and Ocean Stewardship e-course co-designed and convened by Milica Proki¢, PhD,
available on One United Nations Climate Change Learning Partnership (UN CC:Learn
platform)—a platform that recently celebrated one million users.

Environmental history was well represented at the summer school Floodplain Ecology,
University of Osijek, Croatia, July 7th-11th, 2025 (attended by participants from Albania,
Austria, and Croatia; professors from Austria, Croatia, Serbia, and Slovenia).

Departments of History at the Universities in Ljubljana and Zagreb usually organize one
environmental history guest lecture from the other university annually.

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

Environmental History Week, Institute of Contemporary History, Ljubljana, 2025

Droughts in History and Their Impact on the Environment, Society and Population, Institute
of Contemporary History, Ljubljana, 2024

Natural Resources and Ecosystem Potential of Waters, Institute of Contemporary History,
Ljubljana, 2023

41st congress of Slovenian historians fully dedicated to environmental and social history:
People in the social milieu and the environment in historical perspective (the program with
some 40 talks is ready, the congress will be held in October 2025)

Critical perspectives on the Alpine Damscape: An environmental and social history of
hydropower in the Alps after 1880 (in Bern; co-organized by Sebastian De Pretto and the PhD
student Sara Sifrar Krajnik from our region studying in Bern)

Long-term Environmental Changes (DSO) 2023 and 2025, Research Centre of the Slovenian
Academy of Sciences and Arts, Institute of Archaeology, organized by non-ESEH members but
including contributions by ESEH members from the region

6) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

a. outreach and public engagement initiatives in the frame of global Blue Humanities
research:

Milica Proki¢, PhD, joined the One Ocean Hub (https://oneoceanhub.org/) research program,
led by the UN Special Rapporteur for Climate Change and Human Rights, Elisa Morgera, PhD
(Universtiy of Strathclyde) and Philile Mbatha, PhD (University of Cape Town), working with
researchers, policy-makers and local communities from South Africa, Namibia, Mozambique,
Ghana, South Pacific and the Caribbean.

Proki¢ became a contact person for the United Nations Decade for Ocean Science, acting as
an implementing partner for transdisciplinary research methods within the Decade.



https://unccelearn.org/course/view.php?id=204&page=overview&lang=en
https://oneoceanhub.org/

Proki¢ also became a founding member of the UNESCO I0C Blue Thread Initiative for Ocean
Literacy (https://www.filbleu.org/).

2023-2025 Proki¢ convened and co-curated the One Ocean Learn platfrom dedicated to
ocean governance and ocean literacy https://www.oneoceanlearn.org/

From 2023 to 2025 Proki¢ hosted the One Ocean Hub podcast with ocean researchers,
activists, artists and coastal communities form South Africa, South Pacific, Namibia, and the
Caribbean covering a range of topic about inclusive ocean governance and ocean literacy.

b. Environmental histories of the Dinaric Karst:

Presentation of the Karst research from the Springer’s volume Environmental Histories of the
Dinaric Karst for general public in Kosovel Library Sezana, Classical Karst, by Aneja Roze
Kravanja);

RoZe Kravanja’s initiatives to add the different types of water infrastructure in Kras presented
in our Springer’s volume to the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Heritage of Slovenia’s
cultural heritage register;

RoZe Kravanja’s initiative for elementary schools to foster historical water infrastructure
research in the municipality of llirska Bistrica in the frame of European Heritage Days and the
Cultural Heritage Week.

c. Historical climatology:

Zwitter, Z. “Climate History in History Classes.” Lecture at the seminar Recent developments in
historiography and historical sources for history teaching in primary and secondary schools.
September 24th, 2024

d. Cooperation by the Croatian environmental historian lvan Brli¢ in the public initiative
against illegal plastic and hazardous waste disposal — despite their engagement, there is little
result.


https://www.filbleu.org/
https://www.oneoceanlearn.org/
https://oneoceanhub.org/one-ocean-hub-podcast/

Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 18.7.2025

Regional Representative: Doubravka Olsakova

Region: Czech Republic and Slovakia

1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

The crowning academic achievement of this period was the publication of the collective
volume Umweltgeschichte in mitteleuropdischen Kontexten, edited by Roman Holec and
Martin Zlickert, and released by Leipziger Universitatsverlag in September 2024. This 363-
page bilingual monograph - part of the series Veroffentlichungen der Deutsch-Tschechischen
und Deutsch-Slowakischen Historikerkommission - offers a series of comparative essays that
weave environmental contexts into broader historical narratives across Central Europe, with
chapters covering climate change, modernization, conservation, industrialization, and
institutional transfers.

Contributors from Czechia and Slovakia include prominent historians and
environmental scholars such as Rudolf Brazdil (Masaryk University, Czechia), Petr Dobrovolny
(Masaryk University, Czechia), Maridan Melo (Comenius University Bratislava, Slovakia), Jifi
Janac (Czechia), Doubravka Olsakova (Charles University, Czechia), Ludovit Hallon (Slovakia),
Viktor Pal (Hungary), Frank Hadler (University of Leipzig, Germany), Martin Bemmann
(Germany), Julia Cizova (Slovak Academy of Sciences), Alexandra Wedl (University of Basel),
Roman Holec (Slovak Academy of Sciences), Kristyna Kaucka (Czech Academy of Sciences),
Martin Zickert (Collegium Bohemicum, Germany).

Essays explore wide range of topics, including historical climate change datasets,
state-led modernization and environmental protection during socialism (e.g., Janac¢ and
Olsakova), conservation movements (Holec, Hallon, P4&l), air pollution discourses in
Czechoslovakia (Wedl), and cross-imperial knowledge exchange in mountain regions (Kaucka,
Zickert). The breadth of contributions demonstrates a vibrant, multi-national scholarly
dialogue rooted in empirical depth and cross-regional perspective.

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

Academically, researchers have faced the dual hurdles of data integration from historical
climate records and linking them to measurable environmental impacts. Public funding
limitations have constrained extensive interdisciplinary projects. Another major challenge lies
in translating academic findings such as soil contamination and invasive-species risks into
policy frameworks. The December 2024 Strategy 21 symposium (see Section 5) highlighted
this gap, urging stronger academic-policy channels in invasion ecology and conservation
management.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (research centers, groups, projects,
publications)



One of the most noteworthy recent developments in the region has been the founding of the
REFRESH centre at the University of Ostrava. Officially launched in early 2022 under the
Operational Programme Just Transition, REFRESH (short for Research Excellence For Region
Sustainability and High-tech industries) is co-led by the University of Ostrava and VSB-TUO in
collaboration with the Moravian-Silesian Innovation Centre and Fraunhofer Gesellschaft. It
commands a budget of approximately CZK 2.5 billion and operates four “living labs” that
merge technological research with social-scientific inquiry: the Energy Lab, the Materials &
Environment Lab, the Social Lab, and Industry 4.0 & Automotive Lab. Scholars from
humanities, including postdoctoral historians and social scientists, are actively recruited and
integrated into REFRESH’s work, contributing perspectives on environmental transformation,
social adaptation, and policy integration. Researcher positions are advertised within
REFRESH's framework, directly targeting scholars of environmental and technological history.

In May 2024, REFRESH's Centre for Economic and Social History hosted a seminar series
titled Toward an Environmental History of Rivers in Eastern Europe. Led by Associate Professor
Viktor Pal, the series explored conceptual frameworks like humans’ influence on watershed
management and the hybrid nature of rivers as ecological and socio-technical systems. The
series exemplifies the research hub’s role in fostering environmental-historical discourse in
the region.

On the Slovak side, the Environmental History Section of the Slovak Historical Society,
chaired by Michal Duréo (Institute of History, Slovak Academy of Sciences), represents a key
institutional anchor for the discipline. As reported in the ESEH’s Biennial Report for 2021-
2023, this section has actively promoted scholarship, outreach, and academic dialogue,
supporting courses and doctoral supervision in environmental history. Michal Durc¢o himself
has emerged as a prominent voice in the field, his research bridges environmental history, the
history of infrastructure, and mobility in interwar Slovakia, and he has participated as a
panelist and co-chair in joint webinars alongside Czech colleagues such as Doubravka Olsakova
and Viktor Pal.

Together, REFRESH and Slovakia’s Environmental History Section mark a clear
institutional maturation of environmental history in the region. REFRESH offers
infrastructural, interdisciplinary, and funding support, while the Slovak Section ensures
scholarly cohesion and disciplinary visibility, each playing complementary roles in advancing
the field from 2023 to 2025.

4) Teaching environmental history (programs, courses, summer schools)

By the 2023-2025 period, environmental history had become an established and fully
integrated component of higher education curricula in both the Czech Republic and Slovakia.
It is now regularly taught at major universities, particularly Charles University in Prague,
Masaryk University in Brno, Comenius University in Bratislava, and the University of Ostrava—
where it features in undergraduate and graduate history, social science, and environmental
studies programs. This reflects the discipline’s institutional maturity and confirms its
representativeness across regional academic structures.

Courses in environmental history are no longer offered as experimental or peripheral
selectives; they have been systematically incorporated into broader modules dealing with
modern history, environmental policy, global history, and historical geography. Doctoral



supervision in environmental history is available at all major institutions, with faculty
members who actively publish in international journals and contribute to interdisciplinary
projects such as REFRESH. This entrenchment of environmental history into the educational
mainstream signals not only the consolidation of the field but also its capacity to engage with
broader societal and scientific questions, including climate change, landscape transformation,
and post-industrial transitions—topics particularly relevant to students in Central Europe
today.

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

Czech and Slovak historians maintained a strong presence across all major regional and
international environmental history events between 2023 and 2025. At the ESEH Biennial
Conference in Bern (22—-26 August 2023), presenters from various Czech and Slovak
institutions delivered papers covering a wide range of topics. Czech and Slovak participation
continued at the World Congress of Environmental History, held in Oulu from 19-23 August
2024, where researchers presented on traditional forestry systems, watershed management
regimes, and agrarian landscape transformation.

A few months earlier, on 29 March 2023, the Brno—Pécs Environmental Humanities
Conference convened at the University of Pécs. One keynote, “Not Seeing the Forest for the
Trees: The Environmental History of Non-Timber Woodland Uses in the Early Modern Period,”
was delivered by Péter Szabo (Czech Academy of Sciences), underscoring regional cooperation
in historical forestry studies.

The “Modernization by the State and its Ecological Consequences (MOSEC 2023)”
conference, held by the University of Ostrava from 18—20 May 2023, brought historians and
environmental scientists together to explore the ecological impact of state-driven
modernization in Central Europe.

A particularly significant event in the regional context was the interdisciplinary
workshop " Invasions: Biological, Cultural, and Historical Perspectives" organized by Péter
Szabo and Doubravka Olsakova, which took place at the Czech Academy of Sciences in Prague
on 6 December 2024. The workshop brought together scholars from across disciplines to
reflect on the phenomenon of “invasion” in its biological, cultural, and historical dimensions.
Following researchers took part in the workshop: Doubravka OlISdkova (Institute for
Contemporary History, Czech Academy of Sciences): Invasions in Historical and Societal
Memory; Jan Pergl (Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of Sciences): Invasions from the
Perspective of a Biologist; Karel Cerny (Research Institute for Landscape and Gardening —
VUKOZ): Pathogens from Hobby Markets; Ludék Bro? (Institute of Ethnology, Czech Academy
of Sciences): Between Pandemic and Endemic: African Swine Fever in Eurasia; Pavel Jurajda
(Institute of Vertebrate Biology, Czech Academy of Sciences): Vertebrate Invasions — Animals
We Did or Did Not Want to Use; Jarmila Ptackova (Oriental Institute, Czech Academy of
Sciences): China’s Expansion into the Himalayas; Jakub Kvizda (Faculty of Humanities, Charles
University): Anthropology of Giant Hogweed — How to Decolonise Habitats and Thinking;
Adam Baro$ (VUKOZ): Invasive Plants from the Gardener’s Perspective; Final Round Table,
moderated by Doubravka Olsakovd, featured Bedfich Moldan, Anna Zemanova, Radim Hédl,
Péter Szabd, Frantiska Schormova, Petr Pysek, and Martin Klecacky

The workshop demonstrated a rare convergence of historians, biologists,
anthropologists, and policy experts, and emphasized the conceptual overlaps between



biological invasions, colonial legacies, and shifting cultural imaginaries of nature. Rather than
being a narrowly disciplinary event, the workshop became a vivid example of how
environmental history can mediate dialogue between the humanities and life sciences in the
Anthropocene context.

6) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

Engagement with the public has included presenting academic research through ESEH
webinars that are freely available, enhancing visibility. University-led seminars in Ostrava and
Prague often invited non-academic audiences, bridging scholarship with public history. The
Strategy 21 initiative’s invasive-species symposium included policy workshops intended for
environmental managers and NGO representatives, marking a step toward scholarly input in
regional environmental governance.

7) Other matters

Nothing.



Le RUCHE

Regional Representative: Elsa Devienne
Region: France (Le RUCHE)
1) 1. Highlights of the 2023-2025 Period

The 2023-2025 period has been rich for Le RUCHE (le Réseau Universitaire de Chercheurs et
Chercheuses en Histoire Environnementale), marked by new statutes, a growing
community, and successful scholarly initiatives.

In June 2023 we formally adopted new statutes and a new name (our previous name
only included “Chercheurs” as in the male collective noun for “researchers”; our new name
now includes the collective female version of researcher as well, that is “Chercheuses”),
reflecting the organization’s widened ambition and growing membership. These reforms
introduced limits to successive mandates, encouraged inclusivity and gender parity, and
created new channels for member engagement, most crucially through the creation of five
working groups:

¢ Inclusivity group which, among other endeavors, created a “guide for inclusive
events” in French (here)

e Public engagement group, in charge of on our annual public history festival

e Scientific events group, in charge of our biennial conference

e Junior researchers group, to support postgraduate students and early-career
researchers

e Communication group, which, among other endeavors, edits the RUCHE’s
newsletters (see here for all issues)

The new statutes and name followed the recommendations of a working group (composed
of Laurent Coumel, Elsa Devienne and Alexis Vrignon) set up in 2021. Almost all of their
recommendations were adopted after discussion at our AGM. To give an example, our
presidency is now a shared responsibility (two co-presidents) which encourages inclusivity (a
woman and a man).

A major achievement was the expansion of the "Printemps de I'histoire
environnementale" (Spring of environmental history), with its second edition held in June
2023 and its third in May—June 2024. This public history festival has become a cornerstone
of Le RUCHE's outreach, linking scholars, various groups, and the wider public through
public engagement events across France.

Another highlight was the biennial conference (we hold our annual conference in
years where ESEH is not being held) in June 2024: "La sueur et la poussiére. Une histoire
environnementale des mondes du travail" (Of Sweat and Dust: An Environmental History
of the Worlds of Work), co-organized with the French Association for labor history. This


https://leruche.hypotheses.org/files/2023/12/Guide-RUCHE_Pour-des-colloques-inclusifs.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3197/096734023X16702350656915
https://leruche.hypotheses.org/bulletins

Le RUCHE

collaboration emphasized the intersection of environmental and labor histories and
concluded with a site visit to the former ONIA-AZF fertilizer plant (where an explosion in

2001 caused 31 deaths), fostering place-based reflection on environmental legacies.
~

Colloque

UNE HISTOIRE ENVIRONNEMENTALE
DES MONDES DU TRAVAIL

UNIVERSITE TOULOUSE _j AN | ‘o Conferenc.e attendees visit the former AZF fertilizer factory in Toulouse. In 2001,
an explosion caused the deaths of 31 people.

The poster for the conference organized by RUCHE
and AFHMT on environmental histories of the
worlds of work (June 2024, Toulouse)

Le RUCHE also maintained its presence in European circles, with strong participation in the
2023 ESEH conference in Bern and preparations for the next one in Sweden in 2025. The
organization continued its tradition of hosting roundtables at the Public History festival, les
Rendez-vous de I'histoire de Blois, and expanded internal scholarly dialogue through
webinars and the launch of a permanent, online environmental history seminar by the Junior
researchers’ group (inspired by the seminario permanente di storia locale founded by
Edoardo Grendi in 1989).

2) Main Challenges in the Region in 2023-2025

Despite the network’s momentum, Le RUCHE faces several challenges. First is the need to
expand the reach of environmental history beyond academia. The Printemps de I'histoire
environnementale, while successful in academic circles, has struggled to gain broader public
attention. Organizers identified the lack of media engagement and limited time resources as
obstacles to widening impact.

Second, maintaining the momentum of voluntary-driven initiatives such as the
Printemps requires sustained human resources and long-term coordination. It has been
important to set up a working group to support Steve Hagimont, who started the initiative.



Le RUCHE

A third challenge is financial. Le RUCHE operates solely on membership dues, which
limits the scale of events and support.

3) Research in Environmental History

The research outputs associated with Le RUCHE in the period have been extensive and
rich.

A major publication milestone was Le chemin, la rive et ['usine : Faire de ['histoire
environmentale avec Genevieve Massard-Guilbaud (Presses Universitaires des Mines,
2023), an edited volume celebrating and furthering the pioneering work of Professor
Geneviéve Massard-Guilbaud, one of the founding members of le RUCHE, a former
president of ESEH (2007-2011), and a celebrated environmental historian of cities,
environmental justice and rivers.

Upon publication of the book, a public event was held at the CIRED/Jardin
d’Agronomie Tropicale in Paris on June 1, 2023, which included a roundtable on the state of
European environmental history and contributions on Geneviéve’s work by several members
of the RUCHE. The event concluded with singing (yes!) and (some happy) tears. Le RUCHE
wouldn’t exist if it weren’t for Geneviéve (and ESEH grew a lot under her presidency), so it
was really special to celebrate her achievements and the community of environmental
historians she grew around her.

Genevieve Massard-Guilbaud (centre in red and black) surrounded by the editors of the book published
in her honor (from left to right): Stéphane Frioux, Patrick Fournier, Elsa Devienne, Charles-Frangois
Mathis, Judith Rainhorn and Renaud Bécot, June 1, 2


https://www.pressesdesmines.com/produit/le-chemin-la-rive-et-lusine/
https://www.pressesdesmines.com/produit/le-chemin-la-rive-et-lusine/
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Other key themes developed in publications by RUCHE members include:
e Labor and environmental history, as seen in the 2024 Toulouse conference.

¢ Toxic environments and public health, with volumes like Vivre et lutter dans un
monde toxique (2023).

o Histories of conservation and colonialism, including most recently an international
conference on the French empire and the environment in Aix-en-Provence (June
2025).

e Urban environmental history continues to be a strong subfield in French
environmental history with multiple publications on the topic.

« Environmental history of the seas, coastlines and oceans was also another
highlight of the period with, most recently, a conference on the Mediterranean
organized in Nice.

4) Teaching Environmental History

Le RUCHE has taken meaningful steps toward strengthening environmental history
pedagogy. A new working group dedicated to teaching was launched in 2024 to
inventory and promote university programs, courses, and innovative formats. The initiative
reflects a recognition that environmental history is underrepresented in French curricula and
continues a previous effort led by Guillaume Blanc and Renaud Bécot to evaluate existing
courses.

Meanwhile, informal learning spaces have flourished. The permanent seminar of
environmental history, led by the young researchers’ group, created a space for critical
discussions on sources, methodology, and historiography. Topics have included oral history
and environmental memory, the availability of private sources, and interdisciplinary methods.

5) Main Environmental History Conferences, Seminars, Workshops

Le RUCHE has remained a dynamic hub of scholarly exchange. Key events over the period
include:

¢ Biennial Conference: "Of Sweat and Dust" (Toulouse, June 2024), co-hosted with
AFHMT, addressed labor and environment across temporal and spatial scales.

e ESEH: French representation at the 2023 Bern congress was robust, with over 25
participants, reflecting the network’s vitality.

¢ Rendez-vous de I’histoire (Blois): In 2023 and 2024, RUCHE co-organized
roundtables at this public history festival in collaboration with AHPNE. The 2024
session explored urban environmental predation with contributions from Sabine
Barles and Jean-Baptiste Fressoz.

e The Permanent Environmental History Seminar: Launched in late 2023, this
virtual seminar complements larger gatherings by enabling regular, informal scholarly
discussion.


https://www.seuil.com/ouvrage/vivre-et-lutter-dans-un-monde-toxique-collectif/9782021516081
https://www.seuil.com/ouvrage/vivre-et-lutter-dans-un-monde-toxique-collectif/9782021516081
https://ihmc.ens.psl.eu/empire-colonial-francais-et-environnement.html?lang=fr
https://leruche.hypotheses.org/8459
https://leruche.hypotheses.org/8459
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* Webinars: Organized by the Scientific Events group, these thematic sessions
covered recent publications and ongoing debates.

All these events have been guided by RUCHE’s newly established Guide pour des
collogues inclusifs, which sets standards for inclusivity, accessibility and gender parity.

6) Outreach and Public Engagement Initiatives

The Printemps de I’histoire environnementale stands as Le RUCHE’s flagship public
initiative. Its third edition in 2024 involved 22 events in 17 locations across France, hosted in
venues ranging from libraries to rural trails. Supported by partners like the Archives
nationales and AHPNE, it explored the history of environmental interactions through
exhibitions, performances, and public talks. A short article, summarizing the initiative’s
positive impact, was published here.

The 2024 edition benefited from a new interactive map and wider institutional
support, but public visibility still lags. There is discussion of moving to a biennial model to
consolidate resources and focus on outreach strategies with media and schools.

The Communication Group has been active in maintaining Le RUCHE’s online
presence through its website and newsletters, with discussions ongoing about the network’s
presence on platforms like X (formerly Twitter). There is growing recognition of the need to
adapt environmental history to popular formats and to collaborate with artists and journalists.

7) Other Matters
In addition to its core programming, Le RUCHE has launched several initiatives:

e Carbon footprint of research: A new working group was recently created to reflect
on the environmental costs of academic practices.

o Support for early-career researchers: Beyond the new permanent seminar, the
RUCHE-AFHE Master’s grant has been awarded annually, supporting MA students
working at the crossroads of economic history and environmental history.

e Future planning: Preparations for the 2026 colloquium are underway, with the
selected theme “Gender and the environment” reflecting RUCHE’s commitment to
intersectional analysis and inclusivity. A roadmap for the papers’ selection has been
established, emphasizing transparency and inclusivity.

Finally, RUCHE has been proactive in documenting and disseminating the growing body of
doctoral research in environmental history, launching a new section in its newsletter to list
theses in progress and recently defended.


https://leruche.hypotheses.org/files/2023/12/Guide-RUCHE_Pour-des-colloques-inclusifs.pdf
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Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 15.07.2025

Regional Representatives: Robert Grol} & Katharina Scharf
Region: German-Speaking-Countries / D-A-CH Region
1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period
a. New professorships and institutional anchoring

Between 2023 and 2025, several department chairs or professorships were established or
filled, securing the institutional foundation of environmental history in the German-speaking
countries, opening new research areas, and supporting the continued development of young
scholars. These include, for example (but are not limited to):

Sonja Diimpelmann, Chair of Environmental Humanities at the Rachel Carson Center
(LMU Munich); Simone Gingrich, Professor of Environmental History at the Institute for Social
Ecology (BOKU Vienna); Sebastian Haumann, Professor of Economic, Social and
Environmental History at the University of Salzburg; Simone Miiller, Professor for Global
Environmental History and Environmental Humanities at the University of Augsburg; Frank
Uekotter, Chair of History of Technology and Environmental History at the Ruhr University
Bochum; Anna-Katharina Wobse, Interim Professor of Economic, Social and Environmental
History at the Albert-Ludwigs-University Freiburg (replacing Melanie Arndt); as well as Corinne
Geering, Tenure-Track Professor for Transformative Change with a Focus on Rural Change at
the Institute for Economic, Social and Environmental History (JKU Linz). A Tenure-Track-
Professorship on the historical dimensions of the Anthropocene at the Institute of Economic
and Social History (University of Vienna) is currently being filled.

Furthermore, Ernst Langthaler (Institute for Economic, Social, and Environmental
History, JKU Linz) and Patrick Kupper (core subject: Economic, Social, and Environmental
History, Institute for History and European Cultural Studies, University of Innsbruck) have
renamed their institutes to increase the visibility of environmental history activities. At the
University of Freiburg, Melanie Arndt and colleagues have established the Environmental
Humanities Network under which various social science and humanities disciplines have
joined forces within the FRIAS framework to cooperate with the environmental and natural
sciences and find answers to the ecological crisis.

b. Networking Initiatives and Support for Early-Career Researchers

In 2023, Aske Hennelund Nielsen from the Chair of Science, Technology, and Gender Studies
at Friedrich-Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-Niirnberg initiated a process to create a network
for German-speaking environmental historians. A meeting took place at the RCC in October
2023. The goal was to strengthen connections among researchers in environmental history



and to explore low-threshold opportunities for networking beyond major institutions and

conferences.

A s TSiaa
A 4555 :
4 i o
= . e

Participants of the networking meeting for German-speaking environmental historians on October 20, 2023.

Following the first meeting, a working group called ,D-A-CH Arbeitsgruppe
Umweltgeschichte” was formed to develop the opportunities and potential of a D-A-CH
environmental history network through regular meetings. Robert Grol} and Katharina Scharf
are members of this group, thereby establishing a direct connection to the ESEH.
Communication tools, such as the newsletter and the website, are actively used in this effort.
The D-A-CH working group serves as a platform that fosters exchange and networking,
particularly for aspiring environmental historians from Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, as
well as for research topics related to the D-A-CH region. Current members and contact persons
include Sebastian De Pretto, Robert Grof3, Martin Meiske, Aske Hennelund Nielsen, Christian
Rohr, Katharina Scharf, and Karolin Wetjen.

A key tool in this endeavor is a biennial networking workshop in the years between
the ESEH conferences. The first workshop took place at TU Berlin (Fachgebiet Technik- und
Wissenschaftsgeschichte) from November 6 to 8, 2024. The topic was ,Umwelt-Technik—
Wissen“ (,,Environment-Technology-Knowledge”). It was organized by and for early-career
historians (MAs, PhDs, and early postdocs) and held in German.

The aim was to create a safe space for exchange beyond large conferences, where
early-career researchers could network, further develop their projects, discuss the challenges
they face at their respective career stages, and gain first-hand publishing experience.
Thematically, the workshop focused on the interconnections between environmental history,
the history of technology, and the history of science. Generous funding was provided by Heike
Weber, Caterina Schiirch, Gesellschaft fiir Technikgeschichte e.V. (gtg), and Gesellschaft fiir
Geschichte der Wissenschaften, der Medizin und der Technik e. V. (GWMT).
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The presented papers will be published in an edited volume under the title “Umwelt als
Flechtwerk. Perspektiven aus der Umwelt-, Technik- und Wissenschaftsgeschichte” in the
series “Umwelt- und Klimageschichte” of the publishing house transcript in autumn 2025.

The next workshop is planned for 2026 in Switzerland, organized by a local organizing
committee (with Christian Rohr and Sebastian De Pretto) from the University of Bern, followed
by Austria in 2028.

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

a. Employment policy and funding

Probably the most crucial challenge at German-speaking universities for environmental
historians who have not yet been made permanent in the form of a professorship results from
the disastrous fixed-term policy in Germany and, since 2021, also in Austria, which means that
Postdocs are legally prohibited from working at their university (Austria) or in their country
(Germany) after a phase of 6-8 years of temporary employment. This places enormous
pressure on those affected and also makes it difficult for established professors to build and
maintain teams in the long term. It also makes time-consuming, interdisciplinary cooperation
more difficult and voluntary, and less product-oriented activities, such as networking, less
attractive, even though these are essential for a flourishing environmental history.

Overall, especially in Germany and Austria, and to a lesser extent in Switzerland, the
cuts in basic university funding are increasingly being felt in the form of a lack of, or cost-
neutral, replacements for vacant permanent positions. This, in turn, leads to an increased
demand for third-party funding. However, these funds cannot be planned, which, in
combination with the above-mentioned fixed-term policy, makes an academic career as a
whole less attractive, especially for members of underrepresented groups, and affects
environmental history as much as other disciplines.

b. Generational change

A particular challenge for academic environmental history during this period was the
increasing number of retirements among established and distinguished environmental
historians, such as Verena Winiwarter, Christoph Mauch, or Helmuth Trischler. This
challenges long-established structures and research foci, and it remains to be seen in the near
future which paths will continue to be pursued.



Main research focuses in environmental history?!

a. Doctoral programs

“Rethinking Environment” is an international program for doctoral students, a collaboration
between the Environmental Science Center at Augsburg University and the RCC at LMU in
Munich. The program has been in existence since 2020 and was funded by the Elite Network
of Bavaria. In 2024, it was extended by another five years from 2025 to 2030. The program
currently supports approximately 20 doctoral students in their studies.

The Doctoral School “Industrialized Riverine Landscapes” (Pl Thomas Hein) was
awarded to BOKU University Vienna. The program results from an interdisciplinary
cooperation of natural scientists and historians. It includes three environmental history sub-
projects, supervised by Martin Schmid and Gertrud Haidvogel. The Austrian Science Fund
FWF funds the program for the period from 2024 to 2028.

The doctoral school program “AlpsChange” was awarded by the Austrian Science Fund
FWF to a consortium of scholars with various disciplinary backgrounds from the University of
Salzburg, among them Martin Knoll. The program comprises ten different sub-projects, one
of which is devoted to environmental history. The program term is from 2025 to 2029.

b. Research projects
Water and wetlands

Third-party funded projects to research the environmental history of river landscapes,
wetlands, and urban sewer systems were awarded to environmental historians from the BOKU
Vienna (Pl Severin Hohensinner) with a project on the industrialization of the Danube, the
RCC (PI Paolo Gruppuso) for a project on wetlands, and TU Berlin (Pl Christian Zumbragel) for
a project on fish farming in the Berlin sewer system.

Landscapes and land use

Simone Gingrich and Martin Schmid will further strengthen the research focus on the
environmental history of forests at BOKU University with a project (duration 2024-2027) on
the industrialization of forests. At the Center for African Studies at the University of Basel,
Luregn Lenggenhager and his team will research the impact of creating retreats for wealthy
elites during times of climate change from September 2025 to 2030.

Energy

The energy crises of recent years have also affected environmental historiography. Third-party
funded projects have been awarded to environmental historians from Freiburg, Vienna, and
Munich. Damiana Salm (Freiburg) received a research grant to study energy poverty in
Western Europe in the 1970s and 1980s from 2024 to 2027. David Orsini rejoined the RCC to
work with Tobias Biichner and Jim Hamilton on the decommissioning of nuclear sites from
2025 to 2030. Research into the environmental history of natural gas dependence is currently

1 The priorities described are based on the externally funded projects submitted to us and approved between
fall 2023 and summer 2025. This is not intended to be a comprehensive overview but can only provide a rough
insight into the D-A-CH region.



undertaken in Austria. Simone Gingrich and Robert GroB have collaborated on a project at
BOKU Vienna in 2024. A second project (Pl Robert GroB3, term 2025-2029) on the
environmental history of natural gas dependence in Central Europe is just starting at the
University of Vienna.

Waste

Waste is also a key research issue, which, for example, Tetiana Perga addressed in her project
“Waste in totalitarian regimes: recycling in the early Soviet Union (Ukrainian context)”
(08/2024-07/2026).

Environmentalism

A significant area of research is the history of environmentalism and nature conservation, with
innovative projects providing new perspectives and highlighting interconnections. For
instance, Katharina Scharf is advancing the intersection of environmental protection and
gender through her research project in Graz. The relationship between environmentalism and
right-wing extremism is the focus of a project by Stefan Rindlisbacher (Fribourg). A project
on environmental protests related to power plant construction in Austria has been conducted
by Sophia Rut at BOKU University Vienna since 2024.

Uwe Liibken is working on environmental justice and displacement at the RCC, and Jan David
Hauck is conducting a “Cross-Environmental Ethnography of Moral Socialization in Three
Small-Scale Societies” at the RCC.

3) Teaching Environmental History (programs, courses, summer schools)

Fortunately, environmental history is maintained at many universities and departments
through individual classes and is particularly strengthened by colloquia and lecture series.
The Berlin-Brandenburg Colloquium for Environmental History has been held regularly at the
Leibniz Centre for Contemporary History, Potsdam. In the summer semester of 2024, the
Monday Colloquium "Global Envirotech Histories. Knowledge and Artifacts in Motion" was
organized by Martin Meiske and Fabienne Will, in cooperation with Roland Wenzlhuemer.
The Center for Environmental History (ZUG) in Vienna regularly hosts the lecture series “ZUG
Mini-Symposien”. At the Leibniz Institute for the History and Culture of Eastern Europe
(GW2ZO0) in Leipzig, a lecture series was held in the winter semester 2024/25 on “Mountains,
Waters, and Nature Between the Elbe and the Amur.”

These are just a few examples from a diverse and rich range of course offerings at German-
speaking universities.

4) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, and workshops
For early-career researchers, key events included the above-mentioned workshop in Berlin,

as well as the annual Austrian doctoral conference for economic, social, and environmental
history, which was held in Graz in 2024 and in Innsbruck in 2025.



An attempt to take stock of the current state of German-speaking environmental history
was made at the conference “ Umweltgeschichte flipr das 21. Jahrhundert. Stand der
Forschung und Perspektiven,” held on June 26-27, 2025, in Neubrandenburg.
Beyond that, of course, there were numerous other exciting conferences and events, which
cannot all be listed here.

5) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

a. Homepage & Social Media
The ESEH website for German-speaking countries has been used continuously to announce
events and calls for papers, as well as to share news and newly published research. It serves
as a central tool for communicating environmental history research to a broader public and
for strengthening the visibility of the field. Through regular updates, it significantly contributes
to networking within the academic community and to engaging an interested audience
beyond academia.

Additionally, the Regional Representatives have utilized their individual social media
channels to disseminate information and promote events.

b. Newsletter

As a key effort to advance the flow of information and communication among environmental
researchers in the German-speaking region, the Regional Representatives have launched—or
rather, revitalized—a regular email newsletter. Published twice a year, the newsletter is sent
to the mailing list and is also available on the ESEH regional website.

The newsletter features announcements about newly filled professorships and
postdoctoral positions in environmental history, as well as recently admitted doctoral
students, approved research projects (including postgraduate programs and special research
areas), ongoing networking activities, recently published works, and reports on recent events.
It also offers space for other relevant notices and announcements.

The distribution list has already expanded by about 40 people, and the database is
continuously updated to include as many environmental historians in the German-speaking
region as possible. The newsletter has proven to be an accessible and effective way to increase
visibility and foster exchange within the environmental history community. It makes a
meaningful contribution to strengthening scholarly activities and building connections within
the community.

C. Environmental History Today Webinar

OnJune 6, 2024, Robert GroR and Katharina Scharf organized a round table discussion as part
of the webinar series Environmental History Today, focusing on the topic of Water Histories
and, in particular, on publication strategies. The discussants included Ellen Arnold, Gertrud
Haidvogl, Martin Schmid, and Severin Hohensinner.



The online series takes place monthly, bringing together scholars, activists, and students
from diverse parts of the world. The convenors of the seminar series are Anna Olenenko, Nina
Vieira, and Kati Lindstrom. Introduced as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the lack
of opportunities to discuss recent research at in-person conferences, these seminars evolved
into permanent meetings of environmental historians from around the world and those
interested in the history of human-environment interactions.

In "Publishing Water Histories: A Round Table Discussion”, the discussants and the two
co-editors of the journal Water History, Martin Schmid and Ellen Arnold, spoke about the
meanings, contents, and research topics of water history in general. They also addressed very
concrete publication strategies — for example, what types of studies are particularly well-
suited for the journal? How should an article be written to appeal to the editors? And so on.

6) Other matters

The application process for the ESEH 2027 conference is currently underway, marking the
third time the conference will be held in the German-speaking region, following Munich (2014)
and Bern (2022), and underscoring the significance of environmental history in Germany,
Austria, and Switzerland. As Regional Representatives, we are pleased to support our
colleagues from Salzburg by offering to host the accompanying summer school in Strobl am
Wolfgangsee.



Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 15/7/2025

Regional Representative: George L. Vlachos

Region: Greece

1) Main developments and highlights (2023-2025)

The field of Environmental History in Greece has shown steady and significant growth over
the past two years. Interest in environmental themes is increasing not only among academic
historians but also among a broader, non-specialist public. Environmental History is now
considered a fully legitimate and autonomous historiographical school in Greece,
increasingly integrated into interdisciplinary research and public discourse.

A particularly noteworthy institutional development was the creation of a new
tenured research position at the National Hellenic Research Foundation (Institute of
Historical Research), focusing exclusively on Byzantine Environmental History. The position
was filled by Dr. Kelly Mavrommati, whose work represents a rare but promising example of
institutional support for environmental historical research within Byzantine studies.

2) Main challenges in the region (2023-2025)

Despite increasing interest, Environmental History remains largely absent from the official
curricula of Greek universities. Aside from a single elective course offered at the University
of the Aegean, there are no undergraduate or postgraduate degree programs or structured
coursework dedicated to Environmental History in Greece. This lack of formal academic
pathways hinders the systematic training of students in the field.

As a result, very few early-career scholars choose to pursue doctoral research in
Environmental History. The field is still perceived as niche, and young researchers often face
limited guidance, few mentors, and insufficient institutional encouragement to pursue this
path.

A chronic obstacle remains the lack of dedicated funding. Both public and private
institutions offer scarce financial support for Environmental History research, making it
difficult to sustain long-term projects, organize events, or foster international collaboration.
This funding gap is one of the main structural limitations preventing the expansion of the
field in Greece.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (2023-2025)

a. Research centers and institutions:

o National Hellenic Research Foundation / Institute of Historical Research: Focus areas
include the Environmental History of Modern Greece and, more recently, Byzantium.
The institute serves as the primary hub for environmental historical research in the
country, hosting both individual and collaborative projects.

e National and Kapodistrian University of Athens / Department of History and
Philosophy of Science: While primarily focused on the History of Science and
Technology, this department has incorporated environmental perspectives,



especially in relation to the history of natural sciences, land use, and human-nature
relations in early modern and modern periods.

b. Major research projects:

e InUMEN (Integrating the Use of Maps in Environmental History), PI: George L.
Vlachos.

Hosted by the National Hellenic Research Foundation, this project explores the
historical ecology of the Greek landscape using cartographic sources. It aims to
bridge Environmental History with historical cartography and digital tools, producing
both scholarly outputs and public resources.

¢. Publications:

See:
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=11zRYfJbIRUSfPxN LlvDoDQCZpJn
GYg&ll=38.206834544292356%2C24.673922329999982&7=6)

4) Teaching environmental history (courses, programs, summer schools)

a. Formal courses:

Environmental History remains underrepresented in formal education. The University of the
Aegean continues to be the only institution offering a dedicated course, which is available as
part of an elective module. No full programs exist at the undergraduate or postgraduate
levels.

b. Summer schools (2025):

e HISEC Delvinaki 2025: A multi-disciplinary summer school focusing on historical
ecology and borderland transformations in northwestern Greece. Environmental
History was featured through lectures and site-specific fieldwork.

e Pelion Summer Lab 2025: Held in eastern Thessaly, this program integrated

environmental history into its broader exploration of landscape change, community
resilience, and natural resource management across historical periods.

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, and workshops (2023-2025)

e Envisioning the Greek Landscape: From Thera to Climate Change, Athens, 19-21
October 2023

e Environmental History and Primary Sources (workshop, in Greek), 28 September
2023

e State and the Anthropocene (conference, in Greek), 18—20 April 2024


https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1IzRYfJblRU8fPxN_LlvDoDQCZpJnGYg&ll=38.206834544292356%2C24.673922329999982&z=6
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1IzRYfJblRU8fPxN_LlvDoDQCZpJnGYg&ll=38.206834544292356%2C24.673922329999982&z=6

e The Greek Anthropocene (conference, in Greek), 1-2 June 2024

® |rresistible Red Mullets, Terrifying Sea Beasts, and Crimson Luxury: Fishing in Ancient
Greece (seminar, in Greek), 18 September 2024

e Lecture Series of the Hellenic Society for Environmental History, March—May 2025

6) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

e Screenings onto the History of Rural Greece, May 2024: A curated series of historical
documentaries and films accompanied by panel discussions with historians and local
community members. The focus was on land use, rural modernization, and
environmental change.

® (Scheduled) Screenings onto the History of Rural Greece, 8—10 September 2025: A
follow-up series expanding on environmental memory, displacement, and local
ecologies.



Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 01.08.2025

Regional Representative: Anna Varga

Region: Hungary
1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

One of the main highlight of this time period of the group was to have online ESEH lecture
on 20 November, 2024.

The round of presentations on Infrastructures and Urban Environment in Nineteenth-
century Budapest was given by Andras Vadas, Agnes Németh, Veronika Eszik és Rébert
Balogh.

Two members (Noémi Ujhazy, Anna Varga) got MSCA Fellowship. Péter Szabd
received GACR grant (Grant Agency of the Czech Republic).

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025
We did not have possibility to meet in person as a group. However, members and not
members from Hungary are coming to Uppsala, which will create a meeting possibility. Many
of us does not work or live in Hungary currently. We kept the connection mainly via a mailig
group.

However, it is recognizable the interest towards environmental history is growing and
many related scientific and public activities are happening in the country.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (research centers, groups, projects,
publications)
Projects

Noémi Ujhazy, UKRI Guarantee Fellowship, assessed and approved by the MSCA and funded
by UKRI, 2023-2026. Title of her project is , The Politics of International Soil Science in the Early
20th Century”. It is hosted by the School of Geography, University of Nottingham and
mentored by Michael Heffernan.

Péter Szabd (Department of Vegetation Ecology, Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of
Sciences) received GACR grant (Grant Agency of the Czech Republic) grant, titeld as "Constant
crisis: an environmental history of Czech forestry in the long 19th century" (CONCRIS).

Anna Varga, MSCA Fellowship, Hidden in the forest: environmental history and environmental
knowledge of charcoal burning in Central and Eastern Europe since the 19th century. It is
hosted by the Department of Vegetation Ecology, Institute of Botany, Czech Academy of
Sciences and mentored by Péter Szabd.

Several papers, books were published. Two Hungarian publications which are highlighted:

Richard Szdntd, 2023: Drought in the 9th century. (Szarazsag a 9. szdzadban). In: Zséfia Ban
and et al. (eds): Natural disasters, epidemics and ecological processes in history. (KUT:
Katasztréfak utan... Természeti csapasok, jarvanyok és 6koldgiai folyamatok a
torténelemben). Published by Martin Opitz. Budapest, Hungary, 181-192.

The paper is in Hungarian.



Sheperding the wild: wood pastures, forest grazing and herders in Bakony and Balaton
region, Hungary and beyond monography was published in Hungarian, written by Anna
Varga. The book received Beautiful Hungarian Book Award 2024.

4) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

One of most “environmental history” focused conference in Hungary is the Landscape History
Conference. The 12" conference was hold on 1-2 February, 2024 in Eger, Hungary.

Two members (Andrea Kiss, Anna Varga) from the group were attending at this conference.

Budapest - Environmental History of an Urban Area Research Group (lead by Andras Vadas)
organized an international workshop: How to Write the Environmental History of a City? in
Budapest, 23rd of February, 2024.

Agnes Németh presented her research about Water History in Budapest, at several
international and national conferences and events. For example:

Agnes Németh: The Role of the City in the Transformation of an Urban Stream in Budapest.
Elhangzott a European Association for Urban History (EAUH) Cities at the Boundaries
conference, Ostrava, Czech Republic, Sept 6, 2024

5) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

The European Cultural Capital City was a Hungarian city and near lakeside region, Veszprém
and Balaton region in 2023. Part of this program, Balatorium project were organized which
reflected on socio-ecological changes and issues around the Lake Balaton, which is one of the
largest freshwater lake in Europe. Public open event was organized by Baltorium, PAD
Foundation and szabadonbalaton with Anna Varga collaboration about the environmental
history of the Lake Balaton. The “Beach pasture” event focused on the shepherding by the
lakeside and using water as grazing area in the past. We organized a slowalk to introduce
livestock again into the Lake Balaton, based on the environmental history of the region. You
can watch a short video here, how livestock were introduced into the lake again after many
decades:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvBO2LmkNHE&t=8s

Changes in the natural environment of the city in the emerging Greater Budapest area: the
Rakos Stream”. Environmental history display at the Budapest 75 exhibition of the Budapest
City Archives was presented by Agnes Németh.

6) Other matters


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xvBO2LmkNHE&t=8s

Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 11.7.2025

Regional Representatives: Viktor Pal & Tuomas Rasdnen

Region: Nordic Countries

1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

The position of environmental history in the Nordic countries is strong. There is an active
and diverse group of researchers doing environmental history in each country. Several large
international conferences on environmental history have been and will be organised in the
Nordic countries, including WCEH in Oulu in 2024 and ESEH in Uppsala in 2025. Clearly,
environmental history has broken out of the margins of historical research and teaching.
Environmental history topics have been successful in receiving funding, and more
institutions focusing on environmental history and environmental humanities have been
established. Environmental history is also taught widely in the Nordic universities, and it has
become an integral part of the history curriculums. Particular strengths in Nordic
environmental history lie in climate history and animal history.

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

The main challenge or weakness has been the dearth of cross-border cooperation between
Nordic environmental history scholars despite many similarities these countries share vis-a-
vis their histories, ecologies and economies. This is definitely something that needs to be
developed in the coming years. The Nordic countries have their own email group where
institutions, research groups and individual researchers can communicate about their
activities. However, this mailing list is not very active and is mainly used to advertise
vacancies and upcoming conferences. In truth, we do not know very much about what is
happening in the field of environmental history in our neighbouring Nordic countries.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history

The main research centres focusing on environmental history in the Nordic countries are as
follows:

° University of Arhus, Denmark, Centre for Environmental Humanities

° KTH Royal Institute of Technology Sweden, Environmental Humanities Laboratory

° University of Stavanger, Norway, The Greenhouse — Center for Environmental
Humanities

. University of Oslo, Norway, Oslo School of Environmental Humanities

° University of Oulu, Finland, Biodiverse Anthropocene Research Programme

° University of Helsinki, Finland, Helsinki Institute of Sustainability Science

. In addition, in and between various universities there are numerous research groups

and research networks concerning environmental history, environmental humanities
and human-animal studies.



There are numerous research projects going on in each Nordic country, most of which are
supported by national academies and are conducted at individual universities or, at most, as
consortiums in domestic settings. In regard to research topics, there seems to be a strong
emphasis in the Nordic countries towards climate history and animal history. What is so far
mostly lacking is the research cooperation between Nordic countries.

4) Teaching environmental history

There are professors of environmental history at universities of Oslo, Stavanger, Aalborg,
KTH, and Eastern Finland. Umea University will most likely have a professor in near future.
Iceland is so far lacking the chair in environmental history.

Environmental history is taught at some intensity in every large university in the Nordic
countries. However, students cannot complete an undergraduate degree on environmental
history in any of the Nordic universities. PhD program on environmental humanities exists at
the KTH. University of Stavanger also has a strong emphasis in teaching PHD students in
environmental humanities. KTH will organise a summer school titled Anthropocene Histories
in connection with the upcoming ESEH conference.

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

In terms of conferences, the Nordic countries have been a true hot spot of European
Environmental History, while University of Oulu hosted the WCEH in August 2024 and
University of Uppsala University will host the ESEH conference in August 2025. In addition,
University of Oslo organized Nordic Climate History annual conferences in Oslo, Norway on
23-24 May 2024 and 2 — 3 June 2025; KTH organized 7™ Nordic STS Conference in
Stockholm, Sweden, on June 11-13, 2025. There are recurrent events (workshops and
seminars) on environmental history and environmental humanities at the centres of
environmental history and environmental humanities listed above.

6) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

Except some notable figures, environmental history is not widely discussed in the Nordic
countries outside academia. Environmental issues are communicated towards a wider public
almost solely by natural scientists and economists. Clearly this is where environmental
historians have a lot of work to do.

7) Other matters

Due to poor information flow between the Nordic countries, it might be worth considering
whether individual countries — or some of them — should constitute their own regions and
have their own separate representatives.



Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 15/7/2025

Regional Representatives: Clare Hickman and Ben Anderson

Region: UK and Ireland

1) Main developments and highlights (2023-2025)

Despite challenges facing the sector as a whole in the UK, environmental history continues
to maintain a robust place in History in the UK, led by research centres in Bristol, St Andrews,
and Northumbria, with significant groups of scholars elsewhere. In Ireland, where the
broader situation for universities is less is crisis, environmental history has benefitted from
(relatively) new establishments such as the Radical Humanities Laboratory at Cork, as well as
the continuing support for environmental history at the Centre for Environmental
Humanities at Trinity College Dublin. Environmental History is now a common option on
most history degrees in the UK, and environmental historians sit on the editorial boards of
major journals.

While EH is at its heart inherently interdisciplinary, recent major research projects
have taken this further. In part responding to funding application demand, but also picking
up on the increasingly widespread adoption of participation in research and ‘impact’, many
projects now feature work with community artists, filmmakers etc — or, historians are
involved in others’ projects. Melting Metropolis has been one example of the former and
featured as the regional ESEH seminar.

2) Main challenges in the region (2023-2025)

In the UK, environmental historians face the same challenges as the rest of history, and
indeed the academy as a whole outside of its most wealthy institutions. With a projected
loss of 10,000 jobs, lost at the majority of universities, and often including humanities
subjects, it is likely that at least some EH colleagues will lose their jobs. For the rest,
challenges connected to carving out research time and seeking diminishing funding will
become more of a problem. Ireland appears to be, for the moment, under less pressure.

Although EH has established itself as a recognised field over the last 2-3 decades, it
still requires work to retain a distinctive place alongside the other environmental
humanities, and historical geography. None of this is to suggest any competition between
these fields, with many colleagues embracing the opportunity to speak to a variety of
audiences.

Although there is plenty of activity, environmental historians in Northern Ireland and
to a lesser extent, Wales lack a dedicated research centre to support their activities.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (2023-2025)

Given the research depth in the UK, and the blurry edges of the discipline, this could be long
list — and research into topics such as conservation, national parks, environmentalism and
environmental disaster, as well as medieval landscapes or early-modern maritime
environmental history continues — there is much absent from that list of course. However:



Colonial and post-colonial histories, often connected to environmental science as a
result of UKRI’s ‘hidden histories’ research programme (2022-23). See especially Jessica
Moody’s project on Green Spaces and slavery: Jessica Moody — FLF Profiles

Environmental Histories connected to the impacts of climate change: This includes
the Melting Metropolis project (Melting Metropolis) and Rebecca Wright's Home - Carbon
Bodies, and the interdisciplinary medieval history project ENDURE, but a series of projects
have also investigated the relationship between climate change and heritage, resulting in
Caitlin deSilvey’s Curated Decay.

Peat landscapes are a special category in both the UK and Ireland, with the UK alone
holding 13% of the global total of this important carbon sink. The last two years have seen a
series of environmental history and EH-adjacent projects tackling the history of peatland
depletion and restoration: Naomi Milner’s PEATSENSE project at Bristol, projects at
Manchester and Glasgow, as well as a glut of PhDs suggest this research area is finally
getting the attention it deserves.

A major research project into an oral history of the UK environmental movement,
1970-2020, is likely to establish a major archive of enduring importance to UK environmental
historians.

Research centers and institutions:

e Bristol Centre for Environmental Humanities
e St Andrews Institute for Environmental History

e Trinity [College Dublin] Centre for Environmental Humanities (which manages the
Irish Environmental History Network)

e Environmental History Research Group, Northumbria
e Centre for World Environmental History, Sussex

e Centre for Environment, Heritage and Policy, Stirling.
e Environmental Humanities Research Hub, Oxford.

e ScienceHumanities, Cardiff.

4) Teaching environmental history (courses, programs, summer schools)

e Environmental history is now very well established on the curriculum of most UK
universities. A next step could be to encourage its greater integration into A-level
syllabuses.

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, and workshops (2023-2025)

® Environmental History Research Seminar Series Spring 2025 - Trinity Centre for
Environmental Humanities - Trinity College Dublin

e Environmental History | Faculty of History (seminars at Oxford)

o lLondon Group of Historical Geographers | Institute of Historical Research



https://profiles.flfdevnet.com/profile/jmoody/
https://www.meltingmetropolis.com/
https://hosting2.northumbria.ac.uk/carbonbodies/?_gl=1*1a6t94d*_gcl_au*MTUyNzAzMzA3NC4xNzUzMTkyODUy*_ga*MTUxMjk5MjQ5OS4xNzQzMDg5MjI2*_ga_GZ3Q7PNF2K*czE3NTMxOTI4NTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NTMxOTI5NzUkajMyJGwwJGgw
https://hosting2.northumbria.ac.uk/carbonbodies/?_gl=1*1a6t94d*_gcl_au*MTUyNzAzMzA3NC4xNzUzMTkyODUy*_ga*MTUxMjk5MjQ5OS4xNzQzMDg5MjI2*_ga_GZ3Q7PNF2K*czE3NTMxOTI4NTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NTMxOTI5NzUkajMyJGwwJGgw
https://enduringurbanism.wordpress.com/
https://migration.bristol.ac.uk/representation-belonging-futures-blogs/peatsense/
https://www.socialresponsibility.manchester.ac.uk/all-news/learning-from-the-past-looking-to-the-future-with-peatland-communities/
https://www.socialresponsibility.manchester.ac.uk/all-news/learning-from-the-past-looking-to-the-future-with-peatland-communities/
https://brightedgedeep.arts.gla.ac.uk/
https://www.tcd.ie/tceh/events/
https://www.tcd.ie/tceh/events/
https://www.history.ox.ac.uk/environmental-history#tab-433541
https://www.history.ac.uk/news-events/seminars/london-group-historical-geographers

® Anthropocene Histories Seminar: Learning from Past Sustainability | UCL
Anthropocene - UCL — University College London

6) Outreach and public engagement initiatives

Too many and too diverse to list!


https://www.ucl.ac.uk/anthropocene/events/2024/nov/anthropocene-histories-seminar-learning-past-sustainability
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/anthropocene/events/2024/nov/anthropocene-histories-seminar-learning-past-sustainability

Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 14.07.2025

Regional Representative: Nina Vieira

Region: Portugal

1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

Main developments in Portugal have been attracting funding for research projects and
tenure positions, the development of strategic research groups, and the consolidation of
curricular programs in Environmental History and Environmental Humanities.

Portugal holds its national network of Environmental History — REPORT(H)A with
biennial meetings, website (https://reportha.org/en/), newsletter and social media
(https://www.instagram.com/rede.reportha/). The Portuguese network is celebrating its
10t anniversary in 2025.

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

The biggest challenge is still to secure funding for projects and attract human resources,
particularly in the Humanities and History in particular. There is still no research centre or
department dedicated to environmental history, although great efforts continue to be made
in this direction. The existence of a national network is undoubtedly a great support,
although researchers still tend to work in regional and/or department units.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (research centers, groups, projects,
publications)

a. Research Centers and Groups

In the last years, several academic institutions and research units in the Humanities and
Social Sciences in Portugal, have been strengthening and aligning research and teaching
strategies within the scope of Environmental History and the Environmental Humanities.
Two main examples are the 1) CITCEM — Transdisciplinary Centre of Research “Culture,
Space and Memory” of the Faculty of Letters of the University of Porto (FLUP) with its new
Strategic Plan for 2025-2029 focusing on Encountering (multispecies) communities and
broadening dialogues; and 2) CHAM — Centre for the Humanities of the School of Social and
Human Sciences of the NOVA University of Lisbon, which has now a Research Group
dedicated to Environment, Interactions and Globalization, and is embracing a new strategic
plan that aims to rethink the human in its relationship with the more-than-human world.

b. Projects developed in Portugal on Env Hist and related topics*


https://reportha.org/en/
https://www.instagram.com/rede.reportha/

ANIMALx — Animals of Lisbon: Tracking the presence and role of (non-human) animals in the
history and landscape of the city (Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology).
CHAM - Centre for the Humanities, NOVA University Lisbon (2025-ongoing).

4-OCEANS — Human History of Marine Life (ERC Synergy Grant). TCD, NTNU and NOVA
University Lisbon (2021-ongoing).

FIREUSES — Burning landscapes is a research project on the history of wildfires in Portugal
from the 1950s onwards (Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technology). IHC - Institute
of Contemporary History, NOVA University Lisbon (2023-2025).

DUNES — Sea, Sand and People. An Environmental History of Coastal Dunes (ERC Satrting
Grant). School of Arts and Humanities of University of Lisbon (2018-2024).

*

ECO — Animals and Plants in Cultural Productions about the Amazon River Basin (ERC
Consolidator Grant). University of Coimbra (2022-ongoing).

FISH-A — Fishing Architecture: The Ecological Continuum between Buildings and Fish Species
(ERC Consolidator Grant). Faculty of Architecture, University of Porto (2022-ongoing).

ABIDE — Animal ABidings: recovering from DisastErs in more-than-human communities (ERC
Consolidator Grant). ICS — Institute of Social Sciences, University of Lisbon (2022-ongoing).

4) Teaching environmental history (programs, courses, summer schools)

In the last years, several Portuguese teachers and researchers have strongly striving for the
inclusion of Environmental History and adjacent topics in the curricula of their universities
and academic institutions, as well as building seminars and courses, such as:

NOVA University Lisbon — Degree in History.
[NEW 2025-26] Curricular unit: Environmental History, Prof. Cristina Brito
[NEW 2025-26] Curricular unit: History of the Oceans, Prof. Alexandra Pellcia

NOVA University Lisbon — ANIMALIA Summer School “Studying animals in the Social Sciences
and Humanities in Portugal” (24-27 july 2025). Organised by Nina Vieira, Carla Vieira and
Catarina Simd&es. Masterclasses by Ulrike Plath, Abel Alves, Regina Horta Duarte, Cristina
Brito and Verodnica Policarpo. More:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLegtL4W3Ir3NKnYM8cMal-FVy7-9yVIs3

University Autdonoma of Lisbon — Degree in History.
Curricular unit: History of the Environment, Prof. Maria Cristina de Melo

Universidade Aberta — Degree in History.
Curricular unit: Topics on Environmental History, Prof. Maria Rosario Bastos

ISCTE — Degree in Early Modern and Contemporary History.


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLegtL4W3lr3NKnYM8cMaI-FVy7-9yVls3

Curricular unit: Contemporary History of Energy, Prof. Nuno Luis Madureira

° School of Arts and Humanities of University of Lisbon.
Curricular unit: History of Climate, Prof. Ana Roque and Prof. Jodo Ribeiro
Seminars: Environmental History and Climate History

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

During 2023-2025, Portuguese researchers took part in national and international meeting
and attended the major conferences - ESEH Conference 2023, Bern (August 2023), Oceans
Past Initiative (June 2024), World Congress of Environmental History, Oulu (August 2024) -
presenting oral and poster presentations. Thematic panels and sessions have been organised
in other international meetings such as in the Transdisciplinary in the Environmental
Humanities Symposium, University of Oslo (6-7 September 2023).

The main meeting on environmental history in Portugal has been the one organised
by the national network REPORT(H)A (see below), as well as the Histories of Nature and
Environments meetings. In addition, countless meetings and events have been organised in
recent years as part of research projects and groups. Due to their quantity, we won't go into
them here, but we will leave you with a link where can find some:
https://reportha.org/en/news

[Forthcoming, December 2025] VI REPORT(H)A Meeting at University of Porto, Faculty of
Arts, Centre of Transdisciplinary Research «Culture, Space and Memory».

V REPORT(H)A Meeting “Energy and socio-environmental challenges”, University of Minho,
Braga. 19-21 October 2023.

Environmental History Today Webinars — Portugal - March 22, 2024, Friday, 10:00-12:00
WET — Portugal. Roundtable: New Horizons for Portuguese Environmental History: An
overview of REPORT(H)A and the new #envhist generation by 6 PhD candidates.

Other events held in Portugal are worth highlighting:

- XIl Meeting Rural RePort: Rurality(ies) and the Environment in the Long Run, Evora (30-
31 October 2024), https://ruralreport.sper.pt/xii-encontro-rural-report-ruralidades-e-
ambiente-na-longa-duracao/;

- CITCEM Workshops “From documentary research to its critical analysis: a regional
environmental history (18th-20th centuries)":
https://www.reportha.org/en/news/item/802-oficinas-citcem-da-pesquisa-documental-
a-sua-analise-critica-uma-historia-ambiental-a-nivel-regional-secs-xviii-xx

- Ripple Effect: An Environmental Humanities Symposium, Lisbon (17 March 2017). A
meeting of researchers from different European initiatives and projects (including the
highly competitive ERC) for research excellence in the Environmental and Blue
Humanities.

6) Outreach and public engagement initiatives
The European Researchers' Night is always a privileged space for contact with the non-
academic public and, although the humanities and social sciences are generally less


https://reportha.org/en/news
https://ruralreport.sper.pt/xii-encontro-rural-report-ruralidades-e-ambiente-na-longa-duracao/
https://ruralreport.sper.pt/xii-encontro-rural-report-ruralidades-e-ambiente-na-longa-duracao/
https://www.reportha.org/en/news/item/802-oficinas-citcem-da-pesquisa-documental-a-sua-analise-critica-uma-historia-ambiental-a-nivel-regional-secs-xviii-xx
https://www.reportha.org/en/news/item/802-oficinas-citcem-da-pesquisa-documental-a-sua-analise-critica-uma-historia-ambiental-a-nivel-regional-secs-xviii-xx

represented than the natural sciences, environmental history has been present at this
event with great commitment for several years now.

Other activities are regularly organised, preferably on an open access basis and looking

for creative forms of engagement. Two examples from the 4-OCEANS ERC Synergy Grant:

e Podcast Oceanities. Showcasing the rich, multi-layered relationship humans have
with the ocean, and how sounds can be a powerful medium to convey this
connection, it is an experience in the Blue Humanities realm. It blends science,
history, and art, aiming to raise appreciation for the ocean’s role in human history
and culture.
https://open.spotify.com/show/1ZTffoLAHBduakejknOnFb?si=3e5a3341fbd54930

e Exhibition The Whale in Atouguia. The exhibition opened in March 2023 and is still
on display. Participatory museum strategies and collaborative and interdisciplinary
techniques were applied in a process that called on the community to act as a
producer of knowledge and as an inventory-taker, contributing to more effective
management of local heritage related to whaling and whales history. More at:
https://doi.org/10.48487/pdh.2024.n19.36984

7) Other matters
Nothing to add.


https://open.spotify.com/show/1ZTffoLAHBduakejknOnFb?si=3e5a3341fbd54930
https://doi.org/10.48487/pdh.2024.n19.36984

Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 4.07.2025

Regional Representative: Cosmin Koszor-Codrea

Region: Romania

1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

The region has witnessed some important developments, most notably with several new
research projects and focused groups established during the past two years. In addition, the
field of environmental history has been slightly growing with new scholars turning to the
analysation of the historical transformation of local forestry, ecology, rivers, mountains,
literary and artistic representation of the natural habitat.

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

The region continues to struggle with various climate challenges, environmental injustices,
political crisis, proximity of the ongoing war in Ukraine, and lack of funding and institutional
support for the research field of environmental history. In the meantime, the most recent
presidential elections in Romania in December 2024 have been almost won by the far-right
candidate with a political program almost entirely focused on “taking back” and managing the
natural resources of the country. His populist ideas were not backed up by any concrete set
of measures but have been used to quietly advance his radical-right fascist agenda. Current
projects of natural protection and exploitation of resources lack adequate ecological and
social considerations and reflect the same problematic attitudes towards the natural
environment in Romania that field is trying to address. More recently, the European Gas
Conference has gathered in early 2025 in Bucharest, with the purpose of making place for
lobby to the most important companies such as Equinor, OMV, and @rsted to establish one of
the biggest gas extraction project in the European Union, known as Neptun Deep. Instead of
reducing the use of fossil fuels, the new green transition switches again to extractivist policies
towards the Black Sea resources. In parallel, ecological research on the region has supported
the expansion of NGOs like Foundation Conservation Carpathia, which in turn promotes ideas
rewilding and conservation, by using green washing techniques and privatisation of alpine
pasture through land grabbing. On top of this, the region is passing to a significant economic
crisis, with significant consequences on various public sectors, while the budget spent on
research and education is amongst the lowest in the European Union.

3) Main research focuses in environmental history (research centers, groups, projects,
publications)

In the spring of 2024, with the support of New Europe College, the research group
“Environmental Humanities” was co-founded by Prof. Valeska Bopp-Filimonov, Dr. Cosmin
Minea and Dr. Cosmin Koszor-Codrea in Bucharest. This research group is an interdisciplinary
collaboration between three scholars who critically analyze the development of ideas about

1



the natural landscape in Romania, the interaction between humans and nature and the
relation between nature and the political, artistic and social spheres. The research group is
interested in themes such as the interrelation between rural architectural heritage and the
Carpathian landscape, the relationship between the history of nature conservation and the
history of science, alpine history, the development of forestry, and the ecological history of
Romania and Central and Eastern Europe, literary representations of nature and human and
non-human animal encounters in Romanian literature and visual arts. This research group
begun providing a platform for public discussions through its monthly online meetings within
which, its members as well as several other important scholars, Prof. Stefan Dorondel, Prof.
James Koranyi, Prof. Calin Cotoi and Prof. Anna Barcz delivered presentations based on their
current research.

In terms of research projects, Prof. Irina Velicu has brought together important
expertise from a variety of fields such as history, social science, political science and political
ecology and established the project entitled, “Doing Environmental InJustice: A Theory in
Praxis (ECOJUST)” at the Lucian-Blaga University from Sibiu. The project ECOJUST documents
the disproportionate exposure of vulnerable groups to socio-environmental hazards in an
under-researched, rural, non-Western European region. The project’s approach examines the
relationship between development projects and their impact on local communities. It
conducted a multi-sited qualitative research in four Romanian locations — Rosia Montana,
Topolog Valley, Hartibaciu Valley, and Campulung-Muscel — to allow for a deeper analysis of
four environmental conflicts: mining, illegal logging, land grabbing and respectively, waste
trafficking.

Other research projects focusing on the region such as the one leaded by Luminita
Gatejel, “Contested Waterway: Governance and Ecology on the Lower Danube, 1800-2018",
examined the impact of two centuries of human intervention in the riparian space of the
Lower Danube, contextualizing its present ecological degradation. The research network
coordinated by the 10S Regensburg and the GWZO brought together cooperation partners
from the region (Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Slovenia) and additional international scholars
to create an interdisciplinary team to analyze the complex relationship between governance
and the environment.

Another research project leaded by Dr. George lordachescu entitled, “Politics of
Conservation and Unequal Ecological Exchange in European Peripheries” has been awarded
by ERC starting grants and will be conducted at Wageningen University. His project will
investigate how strict protection of nature reshapes socio-environmental relations in four
regions that are often overlooked in academic debates. These are the Southern Carpathians
in Romania, the Central Apennines in Italy, the Central Cantabrians in Spain, and the
Bieszczady in Southeast Poland. The project explores new analytical frameworks to
understand the European conservation frontiers arising from the history of land use in these
areas and current political relations in Europe. lordachescu focuses on the question of how
the EU’s green growth vision produces non-intervention zones of strictly protected
biodiversity-rich and carbon-rich areas.



Finally, another research project that focuses on the region is RURALEX, which
addresses the cumulative crisis of environmental expertise across rural Europe and
investigates how this relates to broader processes of societal disenfranchisement. In recent
years, many rural parts of Europe have struggled with the local effects of large demographic
and associated ecological changes, including human out-migration and the abandonment of
traditional forms of agriculture and other nature-based livelihoods. Within this consortium
project of several universities, the region is represented by Stefan Dorondel and will examine
the nexus of depopulation, environmental change, and the rise of populism across rural
Europe.

In terms of publications, some of the most important published articles and edited
volumes dealing with environmental history Romania have been updated on the website of
ESEH, part of which are open access. In addition, in 2025, Stefan Dorondel and Luminita
Gatejele has publihed the colective volume Flowing Progress: Transforming the Danube
Through Infrastructure with Purdue University Press, while researcher Alenxadra lon has a
chapter accepted for publication on the impossibility of replicating more-than-human life
from the Ada Kaleh Island (submerged in 1970 by the socialist regime to build the Iron Gates
power plant reservoir) in a volume entitled Experiencing Islandness. Oceans and Beyond
edited by F. Heidemann and Ph. Schorch published by the Hawai’i University Press.

4) Teaching environmental history (programs, courses, summer schools)

Concerning the development of programs, courses and summer schools, aside specialized
faculties dealing with ecology, geography and forestry, the field of environmental history in
Romania continues to lack formal representation within the humanities and social science
academic departments. However, recently several initiatives at the University of Bucharest
such as, the master programme “Environmental Studies and Sustainable Development” from
the National School of Political and Administrative Science and the master programme “Cross-
Disciplinary Perspectives on Socio-Ecological Transformations” from the Faculty of Sociology
might bring important contributions and new collaborations to the field. In addition, Stefan
Dorondel will teach from this year at the faculty of History at University of Bucharest at the
Graduate School, having Ph.D. students in environmental history, history of infrastructure,
STS, the history of climate change and histories of Anthropocene in SE Europe.

5) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

In terms of seminars, the region continued to be represented within ESEH annual seminar
series and in doing so, it encouraged early career scholars focusing on the environmental
history of Romania to discuss their own research. Henceforth, in December 2024, a
presentation was held entitled “Dreaming of the “English Indies”: Civilizing Missions, Racial
Hygiene, and the Origins of Romanian Forestry Institutions”, was delivered by Dr. George
Andrei, a young historian focusing on the global environmental and rural history of modern
Romania from Indiana University Bloomington.



During this period, several workshops and conferences have taken place, organized
with the support of New Europe College. In November 2024, the workshop, “Tourism,
Infrastructure, and Modernity in the Carpathians from the Nineteenth Century to the
Present”, organized by Prof. James Koranyi and Dr. Caludiu Oancea, brought together
important scholars whose work engages with questions of modernity in the Carpathians in an
interdisciplinary way. The workshop encouraged research conversations that approach the
Carpathians as a central place for negotiating modernity and take the agency of Carpathian
actors in a systematic approach. The workshop has build on existing scholarship on the
(broader) region while moving beyond analyses that further embed divisions of east-west,
upland-lowland, development-underdevelopment.

Other conferences, such as the one, “Capitalist Transformations in Eastern and Central
Europe” organized in Cluj-Napoca, has been a great platform for various presentations dealing
with topics related to environmental transformations during socialist and post-socialist
Romania. One of these was the panel, “Environmental grey zones: violence, waste and
injustice” organized by the ECOJUST research team.

Similarly, the international conference organized in Cluj-Napoca in May 2025, by
Society for Romanian Studies, entitled “Voices and Silences: 50 Years of the Society for
Romanian Studies”, has host the panel proposed by the Environmental Humanities research
group specifically dedicated to the field, “Trees, Plants, Animals and Mountains.
Environmental History of Romania in the Early 20th Century”.

Picture with the Environmental Humanities research group after a conference held in Cluj-Napoca, Prof. Valeska Bopp-
Filimonov, Dr. Cosmin Minea and Dr. Cosmin Koszor-Codrea



Historical pictures of the region

Photo source: Budapest Museum of Ethnography, Horvéath Jozsef online photo collection,

Romanian cattle herder with two two cows near the Zinoaga Glaciar Lake in the heart of Retezat National
Park, approx. 1935 Source. Szabo Dénes, OSZK Fényképtar



Regional Representative Biennial Report Date: 23 July 2025

Regional Representative: Santiago Gorostiza

Region: Spain

1) Main developments and highlights of the 2023-2025 period

In May 2024, during the meeting of Red Universitaria Espafola de Historia Ambiental
(RUEDHA) in Granada, the formal creation of an association of environmental history in
Spain was approved and a board of directors was established.

2) Main challenges in the region in the years 2023-2025

Formal aspects of the creation of the Red Espafiola de Historia Ambiental: website, fees,
academic affiliation, etc.

3) Main environmental history conferences, seminars, workshops

3.1 XVIII Congreso de Historia Agraria, 6-8 September 2023, Coimbra
https://congresso2023.ruralreport.seha.info/en/



https://congresso2023.ruralreport.seha.info/en/

3.2 IV Congreso de la Red Universitaria Espafiola de Historia Ambiental — RUED(H)A.
Granada, 22-24 May 2024

https://standugr.com/2023/10/18/ruedha2024/

3.3 XVII Congrés Asociacion de Historia Contemporanea, 9-11 July 2025, Valéncia
https://esdeveniments.uv.es/120195/detail/xvii-congreso-de-la-asociacion-de-historia-
contemporanea.html

Three sessions focused on different aspects of environmental history.


https://standugr.com/2023/10/18/ruedha2024/
https://esdeveniments.uv.es/120195/detail/xvii-congreso-de-la-asociacion-de-historia-contemporanea.html
https://esdeveniments.uv.es/120195/detail/xvii-congreso-de-la-asociacion-de-historia-contemporanea.html
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