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The Conference will be held in Elabuga Institute of Kazan Federal University. The event aims to 

analyze the development of historical and ecological approach in Russian historiography in recent 

decades, its current state and prospects. 

Environmental history, the discipline that studies the interaction between man and the environment 

in different historical epochs, originated in the mid-twentieth century in Europe and America. By 

today, foreign researchers have accumulated rich historiography, methodology of environmental 

history has been formed, and a number of research organizations engaged in full support of 

historical and environmental research have been founded. However, the development of 

environmental history in Russia is connected with a number of objective factors, among which are 

the vast area of the state, which requires a special approach to the study of the various regions and 

the lack of institutional support of the discipline in domestic science. Developing communication 

between Russian historical and environmental schools and establishing contacts with foreign 

researchers are necessary prerequisites for the effective development of environmental history In 

the Russian regions. 

The city of Elabuga, whose history goes back over a thousand years, has extensive experience in 

economic development and is surrounded by unique natural landscapes that are under state 

protection. Thanks to the pictures painted by Ivan Shishkin, a native of the city (“Rye”, “Rich Ravine”, 

“Pine Trees Lit by the Sun”) Elabuga landscapes are recognizable not only in Russia but abroad. In 

the second half of XIX century large chemical plants exporting products to Western Europe 

functioned here, which left an imprint on the environmental history of the region. Thus, Elabuga 

Institute of Kazan Federal University is a proper place to hold one of the first International 

Environmental Historical Conferences in the regions of Russia. 

The conference programme will include reports and presentations made by participants, 

roundtables and a cultural program (city tours around Elabuga, banquet, pre- and post- conference 

trips). 



During the conference there will be a presentation of the leading international scientific journal 

“Environment and History”, published by the European Society for Environmental History with the 

support of the White Horse Press. 

 Subthemes: 

 Historiography and stages of Russian environmental history development;  

 Agriculture and the natural environment in the historical past;  

 Industry, ecology and society in Russian history;  

 History of environmental awareness and environmental policy in the Russian Empire and 

the Soviet Union;  

 Scale problems in the study of Russian environmental history. 

Round-tables Focus:  

 Domestic and foreign experience of studying Russian environmental history;  

 Problems and prospects of historical and ecological approach formation in Russian 

science. 

To participate in the conference it is required not later than August 15, 2014 to fill in the attached 

application form and send it by e-mail on elabuga.envhist@gmail.com. 

The Conference Proceedings are planned to be published by the opening date. Submitted articles 

containing from 3,000 to 5,000 words, representing independent research, substantiating the 

relevance with scientific novelty conclusions and a list of sources and literature will be accepted. 

Working languages of the conference is Russian and English. The conference rooms will be equipped 

with simultaneous translation system. 

The final Programme of the Conference will be available at the end of the application term at the 

Conference Website (www.envhist.ru). 

If you have any questions related to the Conference Programme, paper proposals, please, feel free 

to contact Andrei Vinogradov via e-mail andreivinogradov@gmail.com and telephone # +7 (917) 

9139099. 

Keynote Speakers  

David Moon, PhD, Head of International Science Network for Environmental History of Russia, York 

University (UK); 

Stephen Brain, PhD, assistant professor of Mississippi State University (USA).  
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Application form 

1. First name. 

2. Last name. 

3. Title. 

4. E-mail. 

5. Phone (optional). 

6. Country. 

Attached files (DOC or PDF): 

7. Curriculum vitae (150-600 words). 

8. Text of the article. 

 

 


