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Statement
I have been a member of the ESEH since 2000 and since that time I have attended all ESEH
conferences. In 2006 I was elected as Regional Representative for Russia and Eastern Europe Following
that I became a member of the ESEH Board and I have been an active board member ever since, that is
for the last seven years. I took part in many activities, including the revision of the society’s constitution. I
strongly supported the changes in the structure of the Board which welcomed a larger number of RR’s
from any region or country. As result, such artificial ESEH regions as “Russia and Eastern Europe” (with
many different languages) were replaced by new regions. After that I continued to serve as RR for Russia
up to 2011 when I was elected ESEH vice-president. After the reform of representation we noticed
significant growth of ESEH membership from Eastern Europe, and now Eastern European membership is
faster growing than any other.
As Vice-President I want to represent the whole society and all its members but I also feel that
the many Eastern Europeans in our society should have a strong and reliable voice. This is my first strong
reason why I am standing up for re-election. If I will be re-elected I will continue to support the growth of
environmental history in the region, putting more efforts in encouraging and organizing collaboration
between different centers through conferences, summer schools, scholarly and student exchanges.
The second reason for my candidature is continuity. In 2013, for the first time in the history of
ESEH all positions on the ESEH board are likely to be replaced. I would like to stand for the continuity of
the current and the next Board. It will be important that expertise and knowledge from the old board to the
new board will be carried over. And this is what I stand for as I can provide this continuity. Currently I am
involved in several ESEH activities: I am an active member of the board of the ESEH Arcadia project, I
have been collecting ESEH member’s publications for our website and recently organized a very
successful Summer School in St. Petersburg with mentors and doctoral students from many countries.
The third reason why I would like to continue as Vice-President is connected with my field of
research: marine and polar environmental history. Historical studies of water and especially marine
environment as well as the northern environment, while rapidly growing, are still underrepresented in our
society in comparison with terrestrial and southern environments. Also I am a strong proponent of
interdisciplinarity. I would like to work towards involving research communities and individual scholars
with different disciplinary background in ESEH activities: from ecologists and geographers to
anthropologists and scholars in literature studies and arts. It is proposed that the next ESEH conferences
will be more interdisciplinary than past ones. I would like to work towards this new goal of our society.

