
Muchaparara (Mucha, in short!) Musemwa 
University of the Witwatersrand 

Johannesburg 

South Africa 

Email: mucha.musemwa@wits.ac.za 

 

Statement for Election to the European Society for Environmental History (ESEH) Board, 2019 

 

I have agreed to stand as a candidate to be elected on the European Society for Environmental History 

(ESEH) Board as a representative of one of ESEH’s regions, South(ern) Africa for a couple of reasons. 

First and foremost, over the years, I have watched the growing influence of ESEH as it seeks to advance 

the ideals of the discipline of environmental history from the terraces. I think that my time has come to 

move to the centre and assist in the organizational activities of ESEH in ways that will assure that 

South(ern) African environmental history continues to occupy an equal and recognizable place in ESEH 

just like other regions that constitute the disciplinary make-up of this august society. Fortunately, I will 

not be starting from scratch because my would-be predecessor, Sandra Swart, if I am elected, and before 

her, Jane Carruthers, has already laid a firm basis for me not only to build on but also to extend the 

sterling work they have done in this regard. It is an acknowledged fact that there is much that historically 

connects southern Africa as well as its scholars with Europe and the world by way of long-standing 

traditions of scholarly partnerships and academic exchanges and shared themes of scholarly analysis. 

Environmental history has been one such sphere in which these networks have been recognized and 

developed. While efforts towards the establishment of these links have predominantly fallen on an 

established but small cohort of veteran environmental historians from South Africa, there is now a 

budding cadre of young historians at a number of South(ern) African universities working on topics that 

have begun to push the frontiers of environmental history in this region in new and refreshing directions. 

Nurturing their abiding interest in environmental history and their growth by, among other things, 

mobilizing them into a disciplinary organizational structure and exposing them to the scholarly networks 

of ESEH is going to be one of my top priorities. In addition, I will be seeking ways to work with the 

ESEH Board to raise funds to enable young scholars to attend ESEH conferences in Europe in an era 

when visa, flight and accommodation costs have become perennially prohibitive for them. An idea I 

would like to explore would be to host one of the ESEH conferences in South(ern) Africa to ensure that 

ESEH does not continue to be seen as a euro-centred disciplinary organization but one that seeks a true 

global outlook by travelling outside Europe to those regions it has fostered integral linkages. Like, 

Carruthers and Swart – both past presidents of the Southern African Historical Society (SAHS), I am also 

the immediate past president of SAHS and an outgoing Director of the Board of ICEHO. I am convinced 

that I will bring to the ESEH Board the requisite experience to advance the vision and mission of ESEH. 
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