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Educated	
  in	
  economic	
  history	
  at	
  Helsinki	
  University	
  and	
  London	
  School	
  of	
  Economics,	
  I	
  am	
  
now	
  history	
  professor	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Turku,	
  Finland.	
  My	
  specialities	
  in	
  environmental	
  
history	
  include	
  energy	
  history,	
  forest	
  history	
  and	
  natural	
  disasters	
  in	
  the	
  past.	
  I	
  have	
  
participated	
  in	
  all	
  ESEH	
  conferences	
  since	
  the	
  St.	
  Andrews	
  meeting	
  of	
  2001	
  except	
  the	
  one	
  in	
  
Florence.	
  I	
  am	
  been	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  various	
  ESEH	
  committees,	
  served	
  as	
  the	
  Regional	
  
Representative	
  of	
  the	
  Nordic	
  Countries	
  for	
  four	
  years	
  and	
  organised	
  two	
  environmental	
  
history	
  conferences	
  in	
  Turku	
  in	
  2005	
  (Nordic	
  meeting)	
  and	
  2011	
  (ESEH	
  conference).	
  I	
  have	
  
published	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  articles	
  and	
  edited	
  some	
  anthologies	
  on	
  environmental	
  history;	
  the	
  
most	
  recent	
  one	
  is	
  “Thinking	
  through	
  the	
  Environment:	
  Green	
  Approaches	
  to	
  Global	
  History”	
  
(2011).	
  The	
  volume	
  is	
  a	
  collection	
  offering	
  global	
  perspectives	
  on	
  the	
  intersections	
  of	
  mind	
  
and	
  environment	
  across	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  discourses.	
  
	
  
ESEH	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  vivid	
  and	
  dynamic	
  society	
  and	
  the	
  atmosphere	
  of	
  its	
  conferences	
  has	
  been	
  
pleasant	
  and	
  multidisciplinary.	
  We	
  should	
  work	
  for	
  preserving	
  ESEH	
  as	
  an	
  energetic	
  society	
  
open	
  to	
  new	
  people	
  and	
  fresh	
  ideas.	
  ESEH	
  has	
  launched	
  various	
  kinds	
  of	
  activities,	
  such	
  as	
  
biennial	
  conferences,	
  summer	
  schools,	
  publications	
  on	
  paper	
  and	
  online	
  etc.	
  As	
  a	
  vice-­‐
president	
  I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  activate	
  new	
  people	
  with	
  different	
  backgrounds	
  to	
  research	
  and	
  
teach	
  environmental	
  history	
  and	
  put	
  special	
  efforts	
  to	
  extend	
  contacts	
  with	
  the	
  countries	
  
where	
  environmental	
  history	
  has	
  not	
  yet	
  gained	
  a	
  footing.	
  Interactions	
  with	
  environmental	
  
historians	
  of	
  other	
  continents	
  and	
  their	
  organisations	
  comprise	
  another	
  vital	
  sector	
  of	
  ESEH’s	
  
activities	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  studying	
  and	
  researching	
  non-­‐European	
  themes	
  –	
  besides	
  European	
  ones.	
  
Working	
  together	
  we	
  can	
  gain	
  more	
  visibility	
  for	
  ESEH,	
  while	
  its	
  members	
  could	
  become	
  ever	
  
more	
  active	
  participants	
  in	
  global	
  discourses.	
  It	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  great	
  honour	
  to	
  participate	
  as	
  a	
  
vice-­‐president	
  in	
  continuing	
  the	
  promising	
  development	
  path	
  of	
  ESEH	
  for	
  next	
  two	
  years.	
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