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Žiga Zwitter, born 1987, studied history and geography and was awarded the faculty award for his 

interdisciplinary environmental history diploma thesis researching the little ice age in Slovenian Alps 

in 2010. In 2015 he obtained his PhD  in Late Mediaeval and Early Modern environmental history. In 

2015 he was elected assistant and in 2016 assistant professor in early modern history. In 2016–2017 he 

was hosted by Prof. Verena Winiwarter at the Institute of Social Ecology, Vienna, six months long, as 

post-doctoral research fellow (call Joint Excellence in Science and Humanities by the Austrian 

Academy of Sciences). He works as researcher and teacher at the Department of History, Faculty of 

Arts (i.e. humanities), University of Ljubljana and includes also environmental history in the courses 

of history of SE Europe in the Early Modern Times which he teaches.  

His researches have focussed on historical climatology, history of nature-induced hazards, water 

history, and, more recently, on the environmental history of Alpine grasslands, mainly in the Early 

modern times but also in a long-term perspective, from the Middle Ages to the present-day. 

Membership in the research programme Slovenian History at the Department of history gives him 

excellent opportunities for researches into Slovenian and comparative environmental history. He 

published or submitted 14 environmental history research papers, three of them as co-author. 

He gave environmental history visiting lectures for students at the University of Bern (hosted by Prof. 

Christian Rohr), at the University of Natural Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna (hosted by Dr. 

Gertrud Haidvogl), and at the University of Zagreb (hosted by Prof. Hrvoje Petrić). In 2014 he was 

member of the committee organizing the international symposium Man, Nature and Environment 

between the Northern Adriatic and the Eastern Alps in Pre-modern Times and he co-edited the 

proceedings. In 2018 he was one the two organizers and main lecturers of the short international 

summer school  Environmental History and Geography of Fresh Water Ecosystems, organized in 

Slovenia, with participants from Austria and Slovenia. He has regularly participated in the ESEH 

conferences since he became ESEH member in 2013,  presented his results in Guimarães, in Versailles 

and in Zagreb, and has accepted talks in Florianópolis and in Tallinn. He presented his environmental 

history results also at 7 other international and 5 Slovenian conferences and workshops. In 2019 he has 

been supervisor of two master’s students carrying out water history researches as participants in an 

interdiscplinary research project for students. 

He has been representative of users of archives in the board of the Archival association of Slovenia 

(since 2018), a member of the ESEH summer school committee (2018–2019) and departmental 

coordinator of international exchanges (since 2018) at the Department of History, where he works. 

Short selection of publications in foreign languages (more publications in foreign languages are available 

on ResearchGate): 

Zwitter, Žiga. 2020. “Eine Wissensgeschichte der Wiesen und Weiden im Südosten der Alpen im 16. und im 

frühen 17. Jahrhundert.” Mitteilungen des Instituts für Österreichische Geschichtsforschung 128: accepted. 

Zwitter, Žiga. 2018. “16
th

 to early 18
th

 century proactive coping with natural hazards in Slovenian Alps and their 

surroundings: with lessons for the future.” In Sustainable development of mountain areas – experiences, 

challenges and perspectives, edited by Milojica Jaćimović, 163–183. Podgorica: Montenegrin Academy of 

sciences and arts. 

Zwitter, Žiga. 2015. “Subsistence, prosperity and abandonment of Alpine isolated farms in the dynamic 

17
th

 century environment: case study from the Upper Savinja Valley with special emphasis on tenants' 

inventories.” Economic- and Ecohistory 11: 139–181. 

https://hrcak.srce.hr/index.php?show=clanak&id_clanak_jezik=222042&lang=en. 
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