Call for papers for the edited volume
Environmental Histories of the Dinaric Karst

Environmental history deals with history of interactions between people and environment and
with history of environments themselves (for general introductions see e.g. (5), (6), (8), (10),
(13), (15), (16)).
The planned region Croatia-Serbia-Slovenia, which is going to be established within the
frame of the European Society of Environmental History (ESEH) in 2019, calls for papers for
an international scientific edited volume Environmental Histories of the Dinaric Karst.
We are addressing all researchers that have expertise in environmental history of the Dinaric
Karst, regardless to the country of origin. In his classical paper, John McNeill divided
environmental history into material (rural and urban), cultural/intellectual and political
environmental history (8). Environmental histories of the Dinaric Karst can refer to any of
these fields of research and can link several of them.
We look for novel research (e.g., case studies or series of case studies) dealing with histories
of interrelationships between people and environment in the Dinaric Karst (e.g., human
adaptations to specific environmental conditions, human interventions into environment, role
of peculiarities of environments of different parts of the Dinaric Karst within the long history
of the integrated peasant economy (about this concept see (12)), etc.) as well as for histories
of the Dinaric Karst environments themselves in the Anthropocene, defined as the period
from prehistory to contemporary history. Particularly interesting are studies researching
dynamics of environments of the Dinaric Karst and/or social dimensions of environmental
changes. While society-nature interactions will be one of the main topics of this volume, we
would like to suggest scholars to think about the role of environment as a part of histoire
totale. The volume will be multi- and interdisciplinary, aiming to combine researches
applying various methodological approaches, like studies of archival records, oralhistory/ethnology interviews, historical legacies in the landscape and palaeo-environmental
analyses based on field work and laboratory analyses. Studies of a particular period and longterm approaches are all welcome.
The Dinaric Karst, “the largest continuous karst landscape in Europeˮ (for general
introductions see e.g., (4), (9)), is a particularly suitable study area to foster environmental
history research in the Southeast Europe. Its 60,000 km2 feature both, important similarities
and great diversities from an environmental perspective. Authors of case studies dealing with
the Dinaric Karst in this volume are asked to look for interesting comparisons around the
world (based on literature) due to the fact that karstic landscapes cover about 12 % of the land
mass of our planet. This way, it will become possible to distinguish between common
historical characteristics of several karstic environments worldwide and local peculiarities.

Despite the long history of researches into the Dinaric Karst (e. g., (7), (14), (19)), where
numerous karstic phaenomena were first scientifically observed in the world, environmental
history of the Dinaric Karst has been facing major under-researched issues. Forest history of
parts of the Dinaric Karst, for instance, has yielded important results (e.g., (3), (17)), however,
recently developed palaeo-environmental approaches and reflected interdisciplinary
interpretations ((1), (11), (17)) have shed new light on forest histories of parts of the Dinaric
Karst, calling, for instance, for more diversified views, clearly distinguishing between the
goals of forest/trees management by forestry science and the ones by farmers. Forest
management by foresters and by farmers resulted in very different types of karstic landscapes.
Both of them were in certain cases successfully preserved in a long-term perspective, but they
could only successfully serve totally different goals and activities.
Farmers’ forest management was to a certain degree influenced by traditional ecological
knowledge – a topic highly relevant in environmental history at present but severely underresearched in the Dinaric Karst (see examples in (2), (7), (9), (11), (18)). What did ordinary
people know about karstic phaenomena and processes? To what degree were their practices of
land management based on knowledge? In the 19th and 20th centuries, developing natural
sciences often looked down on traditional ecological knowledge – in many cases
unjustifiably.
We only briefly presented few examples, but there is also a plethora of other open creative
environmental history questions, which can be nicely addressed within the planned volume.

Please submit your abstracts to dinaric.karst2020@gmail.com by 1 December 2019.
Abstract guidelines: abstracts should not exceed 2000 characters, including spaces. Every
abstract has to explain also the international relevance of the contribution by stating which
main novelties the paper brings in the context of existing literature.

Final selection of papers will be based on novelty and research quality of abstracts. Only
papers that have not been published elsewhere before will be accepted. Authors will be
notified of the results of selection by 15 January 2020. Precise guidelines for authors will
follow after having received the final confirmation of the publisher, most likely in February
2020. The proposition of the edited volume will be addressed to one of the internationally
renowned scientific publishers, most likely Springer or alike.
The planned date of submission of final papers: 31 December 2020. If only viable for the
publisher, the book will be published in 2021.
Abstracts and papers should be in English, authors are solely responsible for language proof
reading.
All papers will be peer-reviewed by anonymous reviewers.
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