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The European Society for Environmental History is now 18 years old. An 18th birthday is usually
considered to be a ‘coming of age’, an ‘age of maturation’. The society as a teenager grew rapidly
during last 5‐7 years, developing different practices and forms of work. It also became more diverse
in terms of its representation of countries/ regions, sub‐disciplinary fields and the activities it
supports. At 18, the society has certainly matured and looks boldly and confidently towards the
future. Thus, the aim of its future development, as I see it, is not so much future growth, although I
hope that the steady growth of recent years will continue, but an emerging resilience. In this case,
resilience not only means sustaining the best achievements and practices that are already in place,
but also providing careful preparatory work for the future and the mitigation of future risks. Among
the most significant risks I see for the society are the isolation, aging, and weakening of horizontal
cross‐regional co‐operations, the decline of interdisciplinarity, and lose the impetus for
experimentation and innovation.
To enhance the resilience of the Society, I propose:
 To pay more attention to training a new generation of environmental historians, that means
to strengthen summer schools and to develop more innovative formats in this area, and to
provide support and expert input into the establishment and organization of new teaching
programmes and curricula, including on‐line education;
 To facilitate a robust discussion around the value and application of environmental history,
considering more precisely how environmental history might contribute to tackling future
challenges, and the place of environmental history with respect to both public and applied
history;
 To support further connections with other related societies and groups, especially newly
emerging groups and institutions that help to develop the environmental humanities more
broadly as well as strengthen connections with the fields of the history of technology and
the history of science;
 To continue to encourage the growth of interest in environmental history within southern
and eastern Europe and Eurasia;
 To strengthen connections with other societies focused on the environmental history of
different geographical regions within the ICEHO consortium, promoting co‐operations
between scholars and institutions of different non‐conventional geographical regions such
as the BRICS, circumpolar Arctic, cross‐Atlantic etc.;
 To improve informational support to members of the society: to revive the book collection
of society members on the website, to support the furthering of the Arcadia project, to
implement new digital formats for the presentation of the activities of members.
I am sure that all these goals are possible to achieve in the near‐to‐medium term with the support of
a highly motivated and professional board of the Society in tandem with its members.
Finally, I would like to express my sincere gratitude for being considered as a candidate for the
position of ESEH President. Even the fact that this nomination became possible proves the
transnational character of the discipline that has developed strongly across political borders,
considering Europe more as a region bounded by common nature and joint history than as a political
construct. If elected, I promise to continue to work towards European unity of that kind.

